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Coming in February

Sunday, February 12—Valentine’s Day Reception—Atrium

Tuesday, February 14—Happy Valentine’s Day

Wednesday, February 15—4—8 p.m.—Labyrinth and Spirituality Center—Atrium

Saturday, February 18—University of Pittsburgh/Men’s Glee Club—7:30 p.m.—
Sanctuary

Monday, February 20—Washington'’s Birthday

Wednesday, February 22—Ash Wednesday Service, Sanctuary

Friday, Saturday& Sunday, February 24, 25 & 26—Session Retreat—Off Site

Articles due by noon

LY Monday, February 13, 2011
for the March newsletter
\ewslettér to Ruby Ralicki.

eadline



8:30am

9:00-9:45 am

10:00 am

11:15am

February Worship Schedule

Childcare (Birth to Kindergarten) 107
Childcare for worship and education volunteer children.

Children’s Choir 208
(Kindergarten to Grade 5)

Traditional Worship Sanctuary
Contemporary “H,0” Worship Fellowship Hall
Childcare (Birth to 2) 107

Children’s Classes
Children attend worship with their parents and then are dismissed to
go to their classes. Age 3-K are signed into class by a parent -
Grades 1-5 follow their shepherd to the Children’s Wing Rotunda.

Ages 3 to Kindergarten 236/238

Grades 1-5 204, 206, 208 & 233
Education Hour
Childcare (Birth to age 2) 107
Going Deeper with God (Ages 3-K) 236/238
Creation Station (Grades 1-5) 233
Pre-Confirmation (Grades 6) 306
Pre-Confirmation (Grades 7) 302/304
Pre-Confirmation (Grades 8) 301/303
Special Speaker Series (Adult) Chapel
Café Devotions Fellowship Hall
Discipleship Training Library

Worship Schedule

February 5th—10 a.m.—Traditional—Joan Hogge—Sanctuary
February 5th—10 a.m.—H20—Chris Taylor—Fellowship Hall

February 12th—10 a.m.—Traditional—Chris Taylor—Sanctuary
February 12th—10 a.m.—H20—Cathie Smith—Fellowship Hall
February 19th—10 a.m.—Traditional—Chris Taylor—Sanctuary
February 19th—10 a.m.—H20—Lee Nichols—Fellowship Hall
February 22nd—7:30 p.m.—ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE—Lee Nichols
and Cathie Smith—Sanctuary

February 26th—10 a.m.—Traditional—Lisa Hickman—Sanctuary
February 26th—10 a.m.—H20—Eugene Blackwell —Fellowship Hall



A Letter from the Pastor to Presbytery
Spiritual Sclerosis—January 19, 2012

As our bodies age, we harden in places designed to be supple, even as we soften in places that should stay firm.
Muscles and bones become mush, while tissues designed to be soft and supple harden. One of those areas of
hardening that we’re dealing with right now in my family is the hardening and thickening of hearing mechanisms,
resulting in the need for investing in those horrendous amplification appliances known as hearing aids. Age has
hardened our parents’ ears so we need to ratchet up the volume in order for their hearing to register. Already | have
faced a similar problem with my eyes, as the formerly soft lenses that once bent easily to adjust from distant to close-
up vision have hardened so that | can no longer see close-up.

The condition of hardening of bodily tissues that should be soft and supple is often termed “sclerosis” — something
especially deadly when our arteries are hardened by fat buildups, and thus rendered unable properly to conduct blood
flow. A critical part of the body that should be open and supple has narrowed and hardened, compromising the heart’s
ability to pump blood throughout our system.

John Calvin refers to his personal spiritual life very little. In the one place where he speaks of his personal conversion,
he says, “God by a sudden conversion subdued and brought my mind to a teachable frame, which was more hardened
in such matters than might have been expected from one at my early period of life.” (Introduction, Commentary on the
Psalms.) Scripture often speaks of rebellion against God in terms of “hardness of heart,” and the prophets promise that
when God goes to work on us, it is to give us a “new heart” that is teachable rather than obstinate. (See Jeremiah 31;
Ezekiel 36)

“Teachability” is a necessary condition for being the kind of person God wants me to be. James says that one of the
marks of godly wisdom is that it is “willing to yield” (James 3:17) — which may be one of the best definitions of
teachability anywhere.

| don’t know about you, but | find my flexibility being deeply challenged at this juncture in my life and ministry. | find
myself called to stretch in places that don’t want to stretch, and to be firm in places where relaxing would be a whole lot
easier.

One way our hearts harden is by emphasizing one aspect of truth at the expense of another. Rather than having
enough openness and flexibility to embrace the full range of truth, we stake our claim around one corner of the truth as
though it were the whole.

This affliction often affects how we conduct our ministry. Frankly, | sometimes felt like that church | was being called to
serve as pastor expected me to do just about everything simultaneously — always be visiting the sick, always be in the
office, always be out in the community, always be in study and prayer, and so on. | was sorely tempted to respond by
hardening around doing a few things | preferred, and leaving the rest unattended. Similarly, like all who are ordained to
office in the PCUSA, | promised at my ordination always to seek the “peace, unity, and purity of the church.” But | have
tended to harden around one — I'm a “unity” guy, others rally around “peace,” while some focus their energy on “purity.”
When push comes to shove, which of the three matters most? — such a question already indicates the onset of spiritual
sclerosis. Far too many of our congregational and presbytery debates see the peace, purity, and unity folk lined up
against each other rather than working together. Such alignments are signs of systemic spiritual sclerosis.

A healthy body will stretch rather than harden around core functions. A healthy church will not rest until all three
features of church health are vital. Peace, unity, and purity are competing values only in a church laden by sclerosis. A
healthy church system is flexible enough to embrace them all, even when it seems at first that they may be at cross-
purposes. A healthy church will not harden around one or two at the expense of the others.

Let us pray that the Lord softens us spiritually, so that we may be equally and uncompromisingly committed to the
church’s peace, unity, and purity for which Jesus poured out his soul in fervent prayer and his life in sacrificial offering.

That we may be tender before the Lord and one another,
/o

The Rev. Dr. Sheldon W. Sorge, Pastor to Pittsburgh Presbytery
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Agape Notes

In The Disciple Making Church, Glenn McDonald describes Agape love as the love that God
has for each one of us and the love that he commands we willingly share with others—not if
and when we feel like it, but always (page 167).

C.S. Lewis describes Agape as a selfless love passionately committed to the other. In his
book, The Four Loves, he discusses four Greek words for love and affection: Storge: affection;
Phileo: friendship; Eros: romance; and Agape: charity. Agape brings forth caring regardless
of circumstance. Lewis recognizes this as the greatest of loves, and sees it as a specifically
Christian virtue.

Each of these men—and nearly every other person who attempts to talk about or define this
purest form of love—brings expansive superlatives to bear in articulating its meaning. It's
difficult to fathom the call to Agape love in our lives. It resides in us more commonly as an
ideal. Yet we are called by Christ in scripture to love and care for one another in this
committed and charitable way. We've been called to use our lives to serve those who are
least among us.

There are people all around us who are lonely, feel unloved and unwelcomed within their
families, by their neighbors, in schools, in business and in places of worship. The Agape
small group ministry seeks to make a difference for those who suffer in this way, and to bring
God's love where it is most needed.

We invite you to be our guest at our next meeting on Wednesday, February 15 at the
Fazzini’s at 7 p.m. to see how Agape is answering the need for those who have lost their

voice.

Your Agape Brothers and Sisters




COOPERATIVE

Have a Heart for Hunger:
February 12—March 31, 2012

______EEE=
Last year alone, EECM’s Hunger Programs provided meals and MINISTRY

groceries to more than 4,000 individuals. If you'd like to make a
difference, join EECM’s annual Have a Heart for Hunger
campaign. Here are just some of your opportunities:

Take a Walk

Join in the 22nd annual LoveWalk for the Poor, organized by the youth of the Catholic Diocese of
Pittsburgh. On Sunday, February 12, participants of all ages are invited to bring a non-perishable
food item and take a one-mile walk to East Liberty Presbyterian Church, location of EECM’s
Hunger Programs. The walk kicks off at 3 pm from Sacred Heart Church on Shady Avenue.

Volunteer individually or with your group in EECM’s Hunger Programs
Volunteers are especially needed in the Meals on Wheels program and the Food Pantry. Contact
Tracy Hudson (412-361-5549, X403, or tracyh@eecm.org) to get involved.

Make a Financial Contribution

Again this year, all financial contributions to EECM’s Hunger
Programs made between February 14th and March 31st will be
matched by an anonymous donor, up to $30,000. In past years,
this matching money has run out early, so give early to maximize
your donation!

Eat vammy “Pancakes in the PM”

Join other EECM supporters for this annual benefit dinner at

Pamela’s Diner in the Strip District on Thursday, March 1st, from

5:30 to 8:00 in the evening. Come for a few minutes or stay for the R\NC:\]( ES
evening. The suggested donation is $25 per person, all to the Have a : 2

Heart for Hunger campaign. R.s.v.p. to 412-361-5549, or you can just IN THE P.ML.
show up!

EECM is also currently seeking volunteers to serve as tutors and mentors for the Children & Youth
programs. For more information about volunteer opportunities, please contact Tracy Hudson at 412-

361-5549, x403, or tracvh@eecm.org.

FCPC-EECM contact: Kitty Skinner, 412-406-7304 or skinner.kc(@gmail.com
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Priscilla Circle

Heart Conditioning is theme of next Priscilla Circle Meeting
Always on the third Tuesday morning, Priscilla Circle's next meeting will be Tuesday, 0
February 21 at 9:45 a.m. in the Dining Room at Longwood.

The focus will be on the "Pure in Heart." How is your heart? While physical heart conditioning is a
very good idea for our well being, Jesus is more concerned about the heart as understood to be the
seat of our emotions, our passion, and our thoughts. How is your heart?

Kitty Skinner will lead the sixth in the series on the HORIZONS Bible study, Confessing the
Beatitudes, which will delve into what it takes to be "Pure in Heart."

In addition to the study, the circle will learn about the appointed mission concern for the day from
the Presbyterian Mission Yearbook, and about the local Presbyterian Women's current mission
projects at FCPC.

The circle which is comprised of about half Longwood residents and half from the church side of the
river, welcomes any woman to visit or join at any time. Fellowship and friendship grow here as we
study together and care about one another, both during the meeting and afterwards as we enjoy
*ﬁ% lunch around a reserved table in Longwood's Grille.

Any one who needs a ride may call Jean LaMond, 412-963-7505.

gm Questions about Priscilla Circle? Call me, Wilberta Pickett, leader, 412-826-4797

Author of HORIZONS Bible Study to teach and preach at East Liberty Church

On Sunday, February 19, Margaret Aymer, Associate Professor of New Testament and chair of
Biblical Studies at the Interdenominational Theological Center in Atlanta, Georgia, will be at East
Liberty Presbyterian Church, the "Cathedral of Hope," to lead the Adult Education hour at 9:45
a.m., and to preach at Morning Worship at 11:00 a.m.

Dr. Aymer is the author of the Presbyterian Women's Bible Study for this year, published
by the PW's HORIZONS magazine, and titled, Confessing the Beatitudes.

Chris Taylor has given permission to those Presbyterian Women, who want to, to play hookey from
FCPC that day to go hear this dynamic woman's presentations.
(Shhhh!! Men can come, too.)

SAVE THE DATE!!! Friday, March 2 for the local WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

to be held at the Aspinwall Presbyterian Church, at 11:00 a.m., followed by lunch.
The theme this year, "Let Justice Prevail," was written by Christians in Malaysia. The
guest speaker will be Caroline Becker, daughter of Scott Sundquist, Professor of %’ %‘%
World Religions at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, whose family lived in Malaysia %
for a time. All men and women are invited to this annual ecumenical service. More %ﬁ«?;’i
details later.

Pr:iscilla




Preschool

It is with such pride and excitement, to have available, the many creative and educational
classes and activities offered over the summer and next fall. Upcoming information will be on
the website regarding registration for summer camp and classes for 2012. Interested families

may contact the preschool office at 412-963-8243, ext 60, for additional information.

Several preschool staff will be teaching ‘Creation Exploration’, a six week camp experience,
for which descriptions are on the next page. Each week, based on interrelated previous
themes, provides opportunities for children to think about their importance and responsibility in
the world, and how all of God’s creations are sources of inspiration for us to serve our planet
in healthy, loving ways. This concept also re-establishes the mission and philosophy of the
FCPC Preschool, which naturally inspires faith based learning.

Next year’s classes meet the diverse needs of our families. Classes will operate on a longer
time schedule, specific interest classes will be offered to 3s and 4s, and afternoon classes will
provide a rich curriculum, geared to prepare children (without compromising FUN!), for the
ever growing academic expectations.

Please spread the word! Families who have children ages 18 months by September 1, 2012,
may begin their preschool journey and discovery.

Miss Ellen

February
Themes: Creation

February Dates To Note: Fruit of the Spirit:

Story : Jesus Calls His

Friday, February 10—Preschool Disciples
Registration for Fall 2012

Monday, February 20, 2012—President’s
Day; Preschool closed.

Thursday, February 23, 2012—Staff in-
service. Preschool closes at 11:30. Colors: Pink, Jelly Bean Colors

Letters : X)Y,Z

Shapes: Heart, Cylinder,
Octagon




Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church
Preschool

growing in God's love

ACREATI ON EXPLORATI O
PRESCHOOL SUMMER BIBLE CAMP

s We invite families with childrenages2 | )

o (by September 1, 2011)-5 years, to curious minds - strong bodies tender hearts

| /| experience ‘Creation Exploration’ preschool summer bible camp
=[bhenhelot ' : program, offered in one week sessions for six weeks. Based on the

| underlying theme of ‘Creation’, six aspects will be explored during one

vy | week sessions. Parents may sign up for all six weeks or individual
sesssssisd weeks. Camp is from g am-12 noon M-F. Snack will be provided. Costis
$125.00 per week. Registration fee of $25.00 is due by May 17, 2012. Space is limited;
enrollment is on a first come, first serve basis.

i
i
i
i
I -
i
i
I
l
I

Each week will add to and integrate information previously learned. Descriptions are as
follows:

1. Week One - June 4-June 8

IT BEGINS WITH CREATION

We give a great gift to our children when we share the story of creation with joy and
celebration. Children will explore the concept of creation through experiencing the many
wondrous miracles of God. Through hands-on activities and storytelling, children will be
inspired to appreciate and preserve all the beautiful things God created. The creation
story gives clear reasons why we should tend to the gardens of the earth and care for
each other. This also addresses concepts of time and space.

2. Week Two- June 11-June 15

REJOICE IN RECYCLING
Because the environment is central to children’s health and development, it is a perfect
time to teach children to respect the environment. Children will be introduced to things




Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church
Preschool

they can reduce to cut back on the amount of waste on things they use everyday;
reuse an existing item to minimize waste, and recycle materials to create new
materials. Science concepts of organic/inorganic will be introduced.

3. Week Three- June 25-June 29

REAPING WHAT WE SOW

Children will experience a joyful encounter with the natural world. They will have
opportunities to experience different fruits, plants and vegetables that are abundant
as a result of harvesting. Activities revolve around concepts of planting, rooting,
germination, and other aspects of growing. Tied in with activities that focus on acts of
kindness and doing good deeds, children learn also that good deeds can result in
healthy, positive consequences.

Week Four - July 9-July 13

COOKING CREATIONS

Utilizing information from previous weeks, children will prepare daily snacks of
healthy, natural foods. Naturally, concepts of fractions, measurement, health/safety,
nutrition will be introduced.

5. Week Five- July 16-July 20

BLAST AT THE BEACH

Children will explore one of God'’s greatest creations-the big beautiful sea, by spending
an imaginary week at the beach! Whether children will be searching for seashells,
building sand castles, or discovering the many fish and water animal species-
preschoolers’ imaginations will soar.

6. Week Six- July 23- July 27

DISCOVER DINOSAURS

Preschoolers love dinosaurs! Opportunities to learn about different dinosaurs,
including where they lived and what they ate, stimulate a child’s sense of curiosity and
wonder!




Bible Quiz

During Jesus’ time in the wilderness
after His baptism, Satan tempted Him
to do three things. Which of the
following was not one of the
temptations?

A. To change water into wine so
wedding guests would know He was
God’'s Son .

B. To throw Himself down from the top
of the temple, expecting angels to save
Him.

C. To turn stones into bread to satisfy
His hunger.

D. To worship Satan in order to gain all
the world’s kingdoms.

(ET-T:v &N
pue TT-T:¥ MaUNe\ 838S) V Lamsuy

Refocus for Lent

Give up complaining—focus on gratitude.

Give up harsh judgments—think kind
thoughts.

Give up worry—trust God to provide.
Give up discouragement—be full of hope.
Give up bitterness—turn to forgiveness.
Give up hatred—return good for evil.
Give up anger—be more patient.

Give up pettiness—become mature.

Give up jealousy—pray for trust.

Give up gossiping—control your tongue.
Give up sin—turn to virtue.

Give up giving up—persevere.

Author unknown




Student Ministries - What’s Happening in February!!!
No HS Youth Group on February 19

FCPC :
"H MINIS :
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| Middle School Youth Group:

Student Ministry Leaders ' Every Wednesday Evening

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Becca Rowland -Student Ministry Coordinator ! 7:00-8:30 pm Grades 6 -8 Room 231
Email: rowlandb@fcpc.us
Cell: 412-877-1514 High School Youth Group:
Every Sunday Evening
7:00-8:30 pm Grades 9 -12 Room 231

(NO Youth Group on 2/19)

Eric Thiessen -Assistant for Student Ministry
Email: thiessene@fcpc.us

Cell: 412-726-5186
FOR YOUTH PARENTS!!! OTHER STUFEF!!!

Being the parent of a teen can be an emotfonal
and stressful rollercoaster ride. We are

providing a OParenti{n TUESDAYS!! r
support group. It will consist of 4 sessiong Come to Caribou, Five Guys, or
that will be held on the 3rd Sunday of thg Qdoba to do homework, talk,

month following our church services from 1}:15 play games, or just hang out!

12:15 in the Lounge.

Sunday Morning Youth Bible Studies
11:15 am-12:00 noon

(Grade 6) - Old Testament

(Pre-Confirmation)

1 Room 306

1

:gGrade 7) - New Testament & the life and work
1 of Jesus Christ (Pre-Confirmation)

1 Room 302/304

:gGrade 8) - Beliefs and Practices of the Church
| (Pre-Confirmation)
Room 301/303

Talk to Becca for more info
for more info

BOYS
Freshman Girls “BRO”NIGHT!
Small Group Mondays: 7:00 pm
Thursdays 2:3 Talk to Andrew/Eric

World Vision

I
I
I
| (High School) - Bible Study with the Balls
1Room 231, Youth Room

COMING IN MARCH!!!

| yy P February 17-18
FRIDAY NIGHT FRENZY OVERNIGHTER! (Jr.& Sr. High)

(For middle school)




—|-|-i i-|.|. Sunday Morning - Special Speaker Series
‘r"ly'l 11:15 am - 12:15 pm in the Chapel

NoSpecial Speaken February 26, due Session Retreat

February 5 & 12, 2012

AThe Future of Ameffi can
wiith
Mark Haas Ph.[@iniversity of Virginia)
Assistant Professor, Duguesne University
Department of Political Science
and Graduate Center for Social and Public Policy

Christ calls us to be wise as serpents and as innocent as doves. Part of that wisdom
means engaging the world as we find it in order to work for a more just order. In this class,
Mark will talk about the future of American foreign policies. Included in this discussion will
be analysis of American Power, threats to US interests and possible foreign policy grand
strategies.

February 19, 2012
STANDING OUT in your Search!

How you stand out in you job search from the other recent gr
and candidates? Where do you begin and what do you face~

Most job seekers struggle with the idea of job/career fit; what can |

do that will be deeply satisfying, and how can | differentiate myself
from the crowd (thousands of other job seekers).

Dondét miss out on this workshop opportunity]to netw
plore ways that stand out from the crowd in your job search.

Learn about skills and
approaches associated with:

If you are a recent graduate, or a socto-be
graduate, or if you are an experienced job
seeker looking for a new opportunity, we invite ¢ Finding your path

you to attend a special job seeker workshop to ¢ How To Get Started in a job search
help you. Please join us: ¢ Resume preparation
¢ Successful Interviewing
Workshop Sponsor: ¢ Technical Tools for Search and
Job Search/Career Transition Task Force Communication
Workshop facilitators: . .
Chip Crawford (HRChubb Group of Ins Cosretired) ~ 1here is no need to preegister and no cost.
Dorcas EvanaMiller (Career Development Center)
Mathew Rhoades (Independent HR Consultant) i i
Joel Smith (PPG Industries HR) Open Q&A and CoaChlng time

Chuck Sterrett (Westinghous€Engineering) from 12:16812:45 p.m.




Wednesday Nite Live

Consecutive Wednesdays: 78080 p.m.

Grades 1-5: How Great Thou Art — Room: 233
Earthly Crafts with Heavenly Meaning
Grades 6-8: Middle School Youth Group Rooms: 231 &
Fellowship Hall
Adults: Room: Lounge

January 4 - March 7 (no session February 22)
Beth Moore Bible Study
James: Mercy Triumphs - James, Jesus' own brother, started out as a skeptic. See how one
glimpse of the resurrected Savior turned an unbeliever into a disciple. Topics in this study
include: joy, hardship, faith, reversal of fortunes for rich and poor, wisdom, gifts from above,
single mindedness, the dangers of the tongue, humility, and prayer. Beth includes a new optional
"What could | do to go deeper?" section each week, written in collaboration with her daughter
Melissa. Study book will be available at the first session for $15.00.
UPCOMING
Spiritual Gifts March 14 -April 11 (no session April 4)
Have you ever wondered what your spiritual gifts are? Or if you even have any? God has given
all believers spiritual gifts. Learn what yours are and how you can be using them to serve Him.

Upcoming
Special Speakers Series

March 4  Strategic Plan Report

March 11 A Fistful of Nails, Part | (Lenten Study of Matthew)
with Steve Tuell

March 18 A Fistful of Nails, Part Il

March 25 A Fistful of Nails, Part IlI

April1 A Fistful of Nails, Part IV (Palm Sunday)

April 8 Easter - no class

ﬂl_pri[15 Miracles and Prayers, Part |
with Dale Allison

April22  Miracles and Prayers, Part Il

.54}91’1’[29 Miracles and Prayers, Part IlI

May 6, 13, 20 TBA

May 27 Pentecost - no class

June 3 Wellness and Spirituality sponsored by Wellness Ministries




Children’s Ministries

Sunday Morning Opportunities
February 5 - Communion Grades 1-5

stay in Worship
Feb 12, 19 & 26 - Normal Schedule

Childcare - Room A107

8:30 a.m. Infants-Kindergarten
10:00 a.m. Infants-36 months
Chil dr en-RoonC208 i r
9:00—9:45 a.m. Grades K-5
10:00 a.m.

Contemporary or Traditional Worship
Children begin in worship with their parents and
then are excused to attend their age appropriate
time in God’s Word

10:20 - 11:15a.m.

Children & Worship/Celebrate
Ages 3to K

Rooms 236/238

Feb5 Worship Theme Study Activities
Feb 12 Jesus & Zacchaeus - Luke 19:1-10
Feb 19 The Great Commandment -

1 John 4:19
Feb 26 Noah Obeys God/The Flood,

Gen. 6:9-29

Springs of Living Water
Grades 1to 5
Rooms 204, 206, 208, 233

Feb5 Communion - stay in worship
Feb 12 Jesus Heals Many People
Feb 19 The Ten Commandments
Feb 26 The Ten Commandments

Please remember: Grades 1-5 will automatically
be taken to Creation Station in Room 233 if their
parents choose to attend adult opportunities!

11:15a.m.—12:15 p.m.
Education Hour
Childcare (Birth to 36 months) Room: 107

Deeper with God (Age 3-K) Rooms: 236/238
Creation Station (Grades 1-5) Room: 223

Vacation Bible School
June 18-22, 2012
9:00 amto 12 :00 noon

Bethlehem Village
Where a Savior Is Born

AGE: Early Childhood -4 or 5 by
September 1, 2012

Elementary - rising Grades 1-6

COST: First Child - $30.00
Second Child - $25.00
Three or more children - $65.00
maximum for family

REGISTRATION:
Begins - 9:00 am Sunday, February 5, 2012
Ends - 12:00 noon Sunday, May 20, 2012

Registration packets will be on line to
download or in the Welcome Centers of the
church, on Sunday, February 5th! Please fill
out one packet for each child and return them
to the church office!

uot;"fund
“"E.!“*'“ Comeé
A il be a part of the

Bethiehem birth of Jesus!

Where  Savior 19 Bor

The Giving Well

The Children’s Mission Giving Well
has been moved to the H20 Café
on Sunday Mornings
in order for children and adults to give
to our to our mission projects!

Please help us by giving your
pocket change and help the
children see how God’s love
multiplies each small gift!




Family Ministries

Building Blocks

Faith at Home:
Building Blocks

Building Blocks
Coming in February
and March

Beginning Church
School (3 years old)
February 12, 2012
10:00 a.m.
Celebration in Worship
10:20 a.m.-11:00 a.m.
Visit classroom
(2nd half of worship)

Created by God
(Grades 5-6)
March 1-4, 2012

Gathering for Parents
and Grandparents of
Infants and Toddlers
March 25, 2012
11:15 am

For more information
and registration details
for any of these
programs, see the Family
Ministries pages on the
church website.

It has been just over a year since | was installed
as your Associate Pastor for Family Ministries.
Over the past year as | have told people my title, |
have been frequently asked, what does an

OAssociate Pastor for Family
is Family Ministries anyway?o
family?6 Well, my dear brother:

are! YOU are a part of the family! Family
ministries is about supporting families, giving
them tools and resources for travelling the faith
journey together. But it is also, and ultimately
about understanding that we are children of the
Father: Abba, Daddy, God. And that binds us
together in powerful ways. Whether you are here
every Sunday, whether you are away much of the
year...whether you attend the contemporary
service or the traditional...whether you are
married or single ...new to the church or a
charter member...a first time parent or empty
nester...YOU are the Family, YOU belong. And
Family Ministries is about YOU, about your place
in our church family, your needs at home with
your own family (whatever that looks like), and
how we love and support and challenge and care
for each other: Brothers, Sisters, Children of God!
So what is Family Ministries? Itis YOU! And my
role is to walk with you as you journey together.
It has been a joy to walk with you this past year
and | am looking forward to our journey together
this year! As al ways, may
on your family, on our family together.

Cathie

istries d

oOWho i s
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bl essing



Helping Hands - Healing Hearts

Looking back at all that Helping Hands-Healing Hearts accomplished in 2011, the
activities of The Children’s Home Support Team really stand out. This Team
concentrates on helping the families that are living at The Children’s Home while their
children are receiving care.

In 2011, our volunteers logged over 500 hours in support of The Children’s Home.
Helping Hands-Healing Hearts volunteers:
Provided Thanksgiving, Christmas and Easter dinner for up to eight families
and staff.
Compiled and distributed 5o snack bags for families newly admitted to the
hospital.
Compiled and distributed 5o age-appropriate craft bags for patients and
siblings.
Hosted a “"Baby Shower” during which they collected over 300 baby items to
be used by patients in need.
Facilitated two clothing drives and a books/games drive.
Stocked and replenished the Help Yourself Pantry and the two kitchens in
the Family Living Centers.
Held a work day each month at the Children’s Home
Provided a fun activity each month, based on a special day or holiday of that
month, for the families staying at the hospital.

In order to continue to provide this kind of love and support to families that are involved
in a serious medical crisis with a young child, The Children’s Home Volunteer Support
Team needs your help in 2012. It is a rewarding way to support the mission of Helping
Hands and it's lots of fun, as well!

FCPC members Gail Hofer and Susan Bartlett are the leaders of this Team. For more
information or to volunteer contact either Gail (412-963-1361,
glhs2556 @comcast.net) or Susan (412-767-5571, bartdl@comcast.net)
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Strategic Planning

Year of Discovcrg: Fcbruary uPdatc

Our efforts to discover God's calling for our church continue.

First, we want to thank each and every member of the church who took the time to
participate thoughtfully and prayerfully in the survey designed by Holy Cow Consulting —
the Church Assessment Tool (or CAT scan)— during the last week of January and February.
We hope to have the results in time for the Session Retreat at the end of the month.

We also want to thank all committee and staff members who have provided their
responses to our questionnaires and all who have been reading and discussing Glenn
McDonald’s book, The Disciple-Making Church, and praying for our efforts. What a blessing
to hear from Glenn McDonald in person on January 28 and 29!

Our strategic planning process continues in February and March with some community
and congregational interviews to complement these surveys and our other efforts at
discernment, including the insights from the prayer/study groups and the outreach of our
action groups.

The strategic planning team has been reviewing statistical data on our area provided by
MissionlInsite to try to discover what is happening in our neighborhood, and we hope to
share this information in coming weeks, beginning with the Session Retreat at the end of
the month.

In addition to getting reports on all these efforts, the Session Retreat will study and
discuss Reggie McNeal’s book, The Present Future: Six Tough Questions for the Church —
another thought-provoking book that we hope will challenge us as we consider the way
ahead.

In the following two months, March and April, the focus will shift from trying to discern
what God is doing in our community to what God is calling our church to do. Our hope is
to hold another session retreat at the end of this period of reflection to try and bring
together all the insights of this process of discernment and to identify goals, missional
challenges, and adaptive changes with a focus on initiatives.

May God be with us!

— Charles Skinner, for the Session’s Strategic Planning Team




Music Notes

C[‘roral Conccrt ]:cbruary f 8tl1

Please mark your calendars now for the return of The University of Pittsburgh Men’s
Glee Club on Saturday, February 18" at 7:30 pm. The oldest extant organization in the
history of the university, this outstanding ensemble will present a concert of works by Gallus,
Dowland, Gretchaninoff, Rachmaninoff, as well as early American folk hymn arrangements
and English and Irish folk songs. The concert will be directed by Richard Teaster and is free
of charge.

A reception will follow the concert.

Dove Tree

The 2011 Dove Tree project was a tremendous success! The names of our Dove Tree families
were received from the East End Cooperative Ministry, Northern Area Multi Service Center,
Homewood-Brushton Family Support Center, and Sojourner House.

Christmas gifts were purchased for 327 individuals from 87 families. On behalf of the FCPC
Deacons, thank you for your kindness and generosity in providing these gifts for our needy
neighbors.
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FCPC Special Must
\ Fvents Series

Special Musical Fvents Series at F
Please Join Us and Bring a'Guest!

v v v v fw fw fe

Special Musical Events Series for 2012
u Saturday, February 18" at 7:30 pm — University of Pittsbur:
n (See separate article). Richard Teaster, conductor

Free admission

a

u Sunday, March 4™ at 4:00 pm — Pittsburgh Concert Chorale C
Rachmaninoff’s “Vespers” (All Night Vigil), O
Considered the finest of
is an extraordinary a cappella work of exquisite

Eva Rainforth, mezzo-soprano
Joseph Gaines, tenor
Susan Medley, conductor

Tickets: $20 Adult; $8 Student; Under 12 Free
412-635-7654; or at door)

Saturday, April 21 at 7:30 pm: 29" ANNUAL SPONSORSHIP CONC
The Fox Chapel Festival Choir and The Academy Chamber Or
Gounod’s Messe Solenelle (“St. Caecilia Mass”) and
Motet “Gallia”

Guy Russo, conductor
David Billings, organ

Free Admission

Saturday, May 5™ at 8:00 pm — Pittsburgh Concert Chorale’s Pops Concert:
Bold Broadway: The Best of the Great White Way
Featuring hits from your favorite Broadway shows old and new,
this concert will have you singing all the way home.

.

Tickets: $20 Adult; $8 Student; Under 12 Free (www.pccsing.org;
412-635-7654; or at door)

$99343434343434343434343434343434343434343434347
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Gentle Yoga

The Wellness Ministry is pleased to announce the start of a new yoga
class in January. We will now offer two separate classes. The existing
» group meets on Tuesday evenings and is led by Sherri Wilson.

: This new group will meet on Tuesday afternoons, from 1—2 p.m., in the
: Lounge, beginning January 31,2012. It will be led by Barbara Bahnson and is entitled :
: “Gentle Yoga.” The focus will be for those who are new to yoga and those who are at the
beginning stage of learning.

: Registration is open. Please contact Hillary Barrett to register at barretth@fcpc.us or at
: 412-963-8243.

Deacon’s Blood Drive

Whg donate blood?

A few popular reasons are: It helps others who are medically in need of it, it helps their
local communities, and for those who have been blood recipients, it helps them to "pay
forward" the help they had received.

Whatever the reason may be, blood donations save lives, and
there is no substitute for blood. Please consider donating
blood at the Deacon's Blood Drive on February 19. For more
information, or to register, please contact Amanda Jaskey at
412-487-3314 or ajaskey@gmail.com.
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Per Capita
Support
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FCPCis planning to produce a

The term “Per Capita” is used to pictorial directory in 2012. Photo
represent our connectional sessions will be scheduled to

. relationship to the whole of the straddle the Easter holiday.
i Presbyterian Church (USA), as it |
provides support for the ]
administrative levels of our church’s

governing bodies.
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This challenging project is the
responsibility of the Congregational
Care committee and will be executed
by a short term sub-committee.
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bodies, Pittsburgh Presbytery, The &
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We are currently looking for
volunteers to work on the various

*  Synod of The Trinity, and the o o

% General Assembly annually & F tasks Wh'Ch mchd_e contact/ )

«  determine the “Per Person” support & sched.ulmlg, pubI|C|t.y, photo session
. that will be needed to serve the J coqrdlnatlon anc;l directory des.lgn/
+ churchin regions, the nation, and » Lev_lew. Ifyou Tchmk th.at you might
L the world. ] e interested in contributing your

time and talents, please contact
Ruby at the church office or
Howard Havlicsek at 412 9673-7163.
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The Per Capita amount for 2012 is
$35,832.30. Thisis $23.73 per
member. An envelope is provided in
the first quarter packet that you
received, and support can be |
provided by a check, payable to |
FCPC and designated “Per Capita”
on the memo line. Your help will be
greatly appreciated.
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Christmas Worship Service by Volunteers of
America (VOA) held at FCPC

Many of you did not have the opportunity to witness the Christmas Worship Service by
Volunteers of America (VOA) held at FCPC on December 15, 2011. However, | highly
recommend that you access the following website to view what was streamed live across
the country to more than 16,000 employees. (www.voa.org/Media-Center/Our-
Photos/2011-Christmas-Service).

For me, this service demonstrated the purpose of a vibrant church. Ephesians 2:21 states,
"“In Christ the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the
Lord”. Like the Salvation Army, Volunteers of America is a comprehensive human
services organization as well as a church. Locally, VOA supports programs such as, All of
Us Care and Working Order in Sharpsburg. This year VOA chose to broadcast or stream
their annual Christmas service from Pittsburgh. Heinz Chapel was VOAs location of
choice. Unfortunately, they were not equipped with internet capability. VOA and FCPC
member, Verne Koch, suggested his own church. At Chris Taylor's request Wayne Dailey,
Mike Hails, Cilla Bamford and | met with the VOA team prior to the service.

You might be aware that FCPC’s Sanctuary does not have internet access either.
However, as Mike Hails pointed out the bridesroom is located underneath the Sanctuary
allowing a wire to run out one window and in through the window above. As we were
discussing this possibility, David Billings was practicing the organ. Wayne introduced
David to the VOA team and he graciously agreed to play for the service. The VOA
President had suggested to his team that this year's music should be led by a youth choir.
David recommended Craig Cannon and his outstanding FCAHS choir. Cilla arranged for a
reception with coffee and cookies following the service.

A note was received afterward from Pat Serey and the VOA team: “Thank you for helping
to make our National Christmas Worship Service a beautiful and meaningful experience”.
In addition, FCPC staff was told by VOA members that our church building was lovely and
our staff was very welcoming. In the midst of a busy Christmas season, the FCPC staff
went the extra mile and those visiting took notice. “Be wise in the way you act toward
outsiders; make the most of every opportunity” (Col. 4:5).

With Gratitude, Kim Power, Buildings & Grounds Chair
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Stephen
Ministry
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“|nvisible”

Sometimes a person feels like this—
as if no one sees or cares about him
or her. Lonely, forgotten. When you
feel like this, a Stephen Minister can
listen and give you the caring
Christian concern you need.

Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church is
here to help. When a crisis happens,
make use of this ministry. If you
would like to know more about how
a Stephen Minister could care for
you, please call Lee Nichols,

412-963-8243.
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Morning Book
Group

Throughout February and March, we
will continue our discussion of
Marcus J. Borg's "Speaking
Christian: Why Christian Words
Have Lost Their Meaning and Power
and How They Can Be Restored.”
Former Harvard professor and
minister Peter Gomes wrote: "What
would we do without Marcus Borg?

If he didn't exist, we would have to
invent him for we have no better
guide to the recovery of an authentic
Christian faith for these difficult
times than this articulate and prolific
public theologian."

Please feel free to join us (Friday
mornings from 9-10 a.m. in the FCPC
Lounge) even if you have not read
the assigned chapters. For more
information, please call Dorothy Hill
412 828 7285 or

email: felicegoo@me.com
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Some Thoughts—#16

And yes, | know how lonely life can be
The shadows follow me
And the night won't set me free
But | don't let the evening get me down
Now that you're around me

And | love you so
The people ask me how
How I've lived till now
I tell them I don't know

Don McLean

One of the greatest of our troubadours, Don McLean, recorded this magnificent love
song in Berkeley, CA in 1969 at the time of the student riots which were occurring just outside
the studio’s doors. Three years later, he recorded another huge hit in “Vincent”, the famous
“Starry, Starry Night” piece. For me, the two are inextricably bound. Van Gogh painted his
masterpiece, “Starry Night”, from what he saw out of his sanatorium window while he was
hounded by his personal demons. It was a lonely life with dark shadows in nights of restless
terror that never set him free. The evening finally did get him down after a frenzied bout of
madness left him lying with a bullet in his gut from which he died of blood poisoning within 48
hours. His was a life without love, except for his cherished brother, Theo, who could not be
around him most of the time. | suppose Vincent wondered, too, how he lived till now.

Just as they poignantly touched McLean and Van Gogh, stars, and | do mean the
wondrous full panoply of all the stars in heaven, seem to have overpowering affects on most
people. Only twice have | seen the night sky so pierced with starlight as to make it almost
impossible to see the blackness of the night: once in the Arizona desert outside of Tucson, and
the other on the fantail of a cruise ship in the inland passage of Alaska. Both times, | can easily
remember the awe of witnessing this majestic sight. It is overwhelming. For me, however,
there is something else, not mind boggling but rather a niggling notion, one that keeps
prodding me to think that I, a minuscule human, am not so great after all. For all these years,
and yes for all these centuries, |, together with my human clan, have labored under the thought
that, through our own efforts, we can improve our lives, our thoughts, even our approach to
the infinite, but then the starry night places everything into perspective, and | realize that only
God's grace can make any sense out of all of this. We are to love our God with, among other
things, all our mind, but it is only God's grace that allows us to contemplate the infinite with
any wisdom. We may be able to roam among the stars some day, but it is still left to God’s
grace to give us any meaningful sense of that.




There is, however, another reference to a starry, starry night which should be
discussed. This comes from Immanuel Kant, the preeminent philosopher of his day (1724-
1804). In his book, Critique of Practical Reason, he says: “Two things fill the mind with ever
increasing wonder and awe...the starry heavens above me and the moral law within me.” |
hasten to add that the Uber-genius Kant, a paladin of the German professor image, never
married and never budged more than 15 miles from home — so what does he know ;-).
Seriously, though, Kant should be seen as the progenitor of modern liberal protestant
theology. His entire opus is considered to be the philosophical equivalent of the Copernican
astronomy, a completely new way to think about just about everything. It has influenced and
continues to influence, both positively and negatively, subsequent theological thinking. With
God we encounter a boundary we cannot cross, but one at which we have a sense of the
reality of God, of "what bears the whole" (universe). In other words, his awe of the starry
heavens leads him to ruminate about the idea of God, not the acts of God or the God of
history, but the concept of God. The boundary idea has influenced theologians from his time
to the present. It has been said that Kant reduced God to wishful thinking, and religion to an
assist in our moral life. This gives rise to Kant's ability to attempt the realization of the
Kingdom of God, exemplified by Jesus Christ, through the practical ethics generated by the
moral law within him. This moralistic understanding of grace reduces his religion to what he
can do to be worthy of this grace, something anathema to Luther and Calvin.

Be careful, therefore, if you think leading the moral life and striving to help others in
distress and going to church every Sunday to take communion is what Christianity is all
about. There is the matter of grace. There is nothing we can do to merit God’s grace; it is
freely given and cannot be turned away. It is an expression of God’s love. It is a gift from the
heart to the heart that commits each to a boundless and sacrificial love one for the other. Itis
exemplified by the gift of Jesus Christ whose birth we have just celebrated. With that in mind,
I end with a final expression of starry night:

Away in a manger, no crib for His bed.

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.

The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay.
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

Keep well, my friends. Pray often.
May stars attend your every dream.

Bill Martin




FEast Union Presbyterian Church

Thank You

Dear Delinda and Fox Chapel Children,

On behalf of the East Union Presbyterian church, our Mission Ministry Team and especially
our Haiti Clean Water Team, | want to thank you and the children of your VBS for the
generous donation of $432.91. You know well that Haiti is the poorest country in the
Western Hemisphere.

A great deal of illness and many deaths are caused by unclean water. We are excited about
our specific call from God to undertake this exciting project of purchasing a solar-powered
water system for a community in Haiti along with sending our trained team of East Union
volunteers to help install the system.

Please thank your children and their families for their generosity and caring. We love the
concept of the ‘giving well’. What a fun and meaningful way to share the concept of mission
with kids! May God bless you and Fox Chapel Church as you continue to serve God'’s people
in need, near and far!

Peace, Rev. James C. Ramsey

Alumnus Wins Hymn Contest

The Rev. Dr. John A. Dalles ‘94, D.Min., pastor of Wekiva PC in Longwood, FL, was the
winner of the 14th annual Macalester Plymouth United Church of St. Paul, MN, hymn
contest. His hymn, "God Bless the Work Your People Do” was sung on Labor Day and
written to address the plight of unemployment and the Church’s role in addressing related
issues.

Additionally, Dalles has brought out a new collection of 53 of his hymns not heretofore
published. “We Turn to God” was launched at the 2010 Annual Conference of The Hymn
Society in the United States and Canada, of which Dalles is a life member.

One of the hymns is based on the benediction that his colleague and Wekiva’s associate
pastor Paul W. Anderson ‘97 pronounces at the conclusion of worship. “We Turn to God"” is
published and available from Wayne Leupold Editions at 1-800-765-3196. Permission for
the use of "God Bless the Work Your People Do” can be obtained in writing from Dalles by
emailing him at jdalles@wekivapresbyterian.org.




FORGIVENESS
Game

Try fhis twist on migsacal chairs.

What you need:
* 28 large index cards
¢ Black marker
* Two teams of people
* Radio or CI player

What you do:

1. On index cards, write out
forgiveness, one letter per
card. Make two sets (two
F's, two O's, etc.).

2. Mix up the cards and form
them face up in a circle on
the floor. (You'll have six
blanks mixed in.)

3. Hawve teams mix themselves
up and stand in a circle
around che cards. Ask an
extra person to turn the
music on and off.

4. As the music plays, reams
walk around the circle,
When the music stops,
players each pick up the
card nearest them.

. Team members take cheir
cards to a designared area
and ory 1o spell forgiveness.
Any double letters or
blanks go back to the
“music pr'l*.mn," whio
reorganizes remaining
cards, spacing them evenly
into a fresh circle,

6. Play continues until one

team spells forgiveness,

'Ul

P—.___

vOLLOW GOD'S EXANprp

Im a lexrer to che church in Colossae,
the apostle Paul wrote about the importance of forgiveness,

ras® DIRECTIONS ® = .
To complete Colossians 3:13 (NIV), use the smallar wonds to fill in the larger words,

@D gain as ar ear van an for give |
gave her on it one other he an a

|

B w____h each

______give

of you h___  __ grie__ _ ce

For as t L d

for__ YOU."  COLOSSIANS 3:13, v |

AN "EIE SURISSO[0T
LNos aaediog peo e se asdiog Buoawos suede asuesaud esey




STAFF

Ministry and Program
Senior Pastor, Christopher Taylor, taylorc@fcpc.us
Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care, Joan S. Hogge, hoggej@fcpc.us
Associate Pastor of Congregational Care, R. Lee Nichols, Jr., nichols|@fcpc.us
Associate Pastor of Family Ministries, Cathie Smith, smithc@fcpc.us
Director of Educational Ministries, Delinda Donovan, donovand @fcpc.us
Student Ministries Coordinator, Becca Rowland, rowlandb@fcpc.us
Assistant Student Ministries Coordinator, Eric Thiessen, thiessene@fcpc.us
Finance Administrator, Cilla Bamford, bamfordc@fcpc.us
Director of Preschool, Ellen Schall, schalle@fcpc.us
Director of Music Ministries and Organist, David Billings, billingsd@fcpc.us
Chancel Choir Director, Guy Russo, russog@fcpc.us
H20 Worship Leader, Rob Krogh
Director of Children’s Choir, Carol Young

Administration Team Staff
Admin. Asst. of Communications & for Deacons, Ruby J. Ralicki, ralickir@fcpc.us
Admin. Asst. for the Pastor, Penny Young, youngp@fcpc.us
Admin. Asst. for the Associate Pastors, Hillary Barrett, barretth@fcpc.us

Properties Support Staff
Maintenance Manager, Wayne Dailey, daileyw@fcpc.us
Caretaker Supervisor, Mike Hails, caretakers@fcpc.us
Caretaker Alvin Peoples & Carl Collins

THE SESSION
Class of 2012

Judy Albert, Beau Beard, Debbie Burke, Mary Harrison, Howard Havlicsek,

Alice Lloyd, Brian Miller, Kim Power, Bob Ziringer
Class of 2013

Bob Ball, Emy Boag, Larry Brown, Susan Follansbee, Jill Millard, David Patterson,

Charles Skinner, Janet Ummer, David Work
Class of 2014

Carolyn Bigbee, Chip Crawford, Diane Donovan, Dudley Hawley, Dee Hoyt,
Harrison Lauer, Darcey Rhoades, Jay Thier, Bunny Wolff

THE BOARD OF DEACONS

Class of 2012

Molly Childs, Laura Dawson, Susan Eshleman, Clay Hardon, Jeni Kondis, Kathy Marsico,

Shelly Marcussen, Laurel Schultz, Sue Sterrett, Tom Walker, Ivor Wood
Class of 2013
Astrid Bitzer, Sandy Clements, Paul Hopper, Amanda Jaskey, Beth Lockwood, Loraine Murphey,

Jill Rowland, Jeff Schmutz, Charles Sliger, Carol Squires, Amy Szlachetka, Isabel Tuttle
Class of 2014

Betty Butler, Debbie Demmler, Julianne Fallert, Charlie Friend, Sue Golier, David Huff,

Bill Johnjulio, Mary Plakidas, Anne Ringham, Elicia Sutton, Megan Sweringen, Carol Young



Saturday, March 17—St. Patrick’s
Sunday, March 18, 11 a.m.—St. Patri

Wednesday, March 21, 4—8 p.m., Laby
Center—Atrium

God Himself doesn’t propose to judge a man until he is dead. So why should you?
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