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Coming in January

Sunday, January 1 - HAPPY NEW YEAR

Sunday, January 1 - Moravian Love Feast, ONE SERVICE,
10 a.m., Fellowship Hall

Monday, January 2 - Office closed

Monday, January 16 - Martin Luther King Day - Office closed

Sunday, January 29 - ONE SERVICE -10a.m. - Congregational Meeting,
Sanctuary - No Education Classes

Sunday, January 29 - Chili cook-off - 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., Fellowship Hall

Articles due by noon

LY Monday, Januarya6, 2011
for the February newsletter
\ewslettér to Ruby Ralicki.

eadline



8:30am

9:00-9:45 am

10:00 am

11:15am

January Worship Schedule

Childcare (Birth to Kindergarten) 107
Childcare for worship and education volunteer children.

Children’s Choir 208
(Kindergarten to Grade 5)

Traditional Worship Sanctuary
Contemporary “H,0” Worship Fellowship Hall
Childcare (Birth to 2) 107

Children’s Classes
Children attend worship with their parents and then are dismissed to
go to their classes. Age 3-K are signed into class by a parent -
Grades 1-5 follow their shepherd to the Children’s Wing Rotunda.

Ages 3 to Kindergarten 236/238

Grades 1-5 204, 206, 208 & 233
Education Hour
Childcare (Birth to age 2) 107
Going Deeper with God (Ages 3-K) 236/238
Creation Station (Grades 1-5) 233
Pre-Confirmation (Grades 6) 306
Pre-Confirmation (Grades 7) 302/304
Pre-Confirmation (Grades 8) 301/303
Special Speaker Series (Adult) Chapel
Café Devotions Fellowship Hall
Discipleship Training Library

Worship Schedule

January 1st—10:00 a.m.—ONE SERVICE—Moravian Love Feast—Guest Speaker:

Martha Mbandi from Cameroon—Fellowship Hall

January 8th—10:00 a.m.—Traditional—Chris Taylor—Sanctuary
January 8th—10:00 a.m.—H20—Cathie Smith—Fellowship Hall
January 15th—10:00 a.m.—Traditional—Chris Taylor—Sanctuary
January 15th—10 a.m.—H20—Cathie Smith—Fellowship Hall
January 22nd—10:00 a.m.—Traditional—Chris Taylor—Sanctuary
January 22nd—10:00 a.m.—H20—Cathie Smith—Fellowship Hall
January 29th—10:00 a.m.—ONE SERVICE—Rev. Glenn McDonald—
Sanctuary—Congregational Meeting—Chili cook-off



Pastor’s Thoughts

Dear Friends,

Some exciting things lie ahead for us in 2012. First, we will be moving forward with our “Year
of Discovery” and the development of our strategic plan. Then, this summer, our own Pittsburgh
Presbytery will be hosting the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Both are major
events, and both represent opportunities for your involvement.

If you aren’t already involved in a book or prayer group for our Strategic Planning process, |
hope you will choose to get together with some friends and create one. We've been reading Glenn
McDonald’s The Disciple Making Church, and our planning team continues to seek your feedback as we
move through it. The author, Rev. McDonald, will be joining us the last weekend of January. On
Saturday, the 28", Glenn will be offering a lecture at 7:00 p.m., and then preaching Sunday morning.
Glenn is one of my favorite preachers, and you won't want to miss this wonderful opportunity to both
meet and hear him.

Later this month we will also be conducting our congregation-wide survey as part of our
planning process. We want to hear from you, and beginning January 24" you will be able to go on-line
and participate in a survey designed to offer feedback from the congregation to our leadership team.
The survey should take approximately fifteen minutes to complete. We will also have surveys in
written form if you would prefer to fill it out by hand. This is a key component to our strategic planning
process, and we are hoping that as many of you as possible will choose to be involved. The results of
the survey will be shared with the congregation on Sunday, March 4" Please continue to keep this
entire process in your prayers as we seek to discern God's leading for our life together.

June 30 through July 7 our denomination’s General Assembly will be meeting here in
Pittsburgh. We have four different levels of “councils” in our denomination: sessions, presbyteries,
synods, and the General Assembly. The General Assembly, composed of representatives from
virtually every region in our denomination, is the highest form of government in our church. It meets
every other year for just eight days, and its decisions have a significant impact for years to come. Our
own elder Ralph Hutchison is one of ten commissioners who will be representing the Pittsburgh
Presbytery.

Anyone can attend the General Assembly, but only our commissioners can speak or vote.
This is an extraordinary opportunity to see this highest council in action, and | hope you will take
advantage of it. FCPC has been chosen as one of several sites in our presbytery for members of the
Assembly to worship on Sunday, July 1%. At the same time, we've set up a coordinating team led by
Chip Crawford in the hope of helping our members become involved in the Assembly as volunteers.
There are all kinds of ways to help out, so look for communications from Chip and the Team this
spring.

This should be an exciting year for our congregation. I'm grateful for the opportunity to serve
our gracious Lord in partnership with you and with our wonderful staff.

May 2012 be filled with God’s many blessings for each of you! .

Warmly, ("‘“’
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granddaughter of Angus and Robyn
Thomson, Owen Wallace Goering,
on November 28, 2011, grandson of
Wally and Sandy Clements, David
Bradley Love, on December 13, 2011,
great grandson of Mary Harrison and
Russell Jeffrey, on December 14,
2011, son of Jeff and Kristen Gardner
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Church Triumphant -

Loo For we know that if the
earthly tent we live in were
destroyed, we have a building
. of God, a house not made
with hands, eternal in the
heavens. 2 Corinthians 5:1
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< The ministers and congregation
extend their deepest sympathies to
+ the family and friends of Maude

= Malick, who died on October 12,
2011, Marie Ganassi, who died on
November 11, 2011, Ellenor Vajda,
L who died on December 3, 2011 and
Mary Ann Gardner, who died on
December 12, 2011.

Baptisms

Thereis ... one Lord, one
faith, one baptism; one

God and Father of all.~ |
Ephesians 4:4 H

We welcome into the church Griffin
| Thomas, baptized on November 20,
. 2011, son of Matthew and Heather
Annegan, Campbell Cole, baptized
on November 20, 2011, son of Sean
and Jennifer Barbour, Emily Claire,
baptized on November 20, 2011,
 daughter of Justin and Lindsay |
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A Letter from the Pastor to Presbytery

Nearer T han We Can lmagincw—December 8,201 1

When John the Baptist came blazing into the deserts of Judea, his message was razor-sharp:
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near!” He challenged the conduct as well as the
convictions of his hearers. Apparently they were living as though God'’s kingdom is far away —
perhaps in some distant future, but only remotely related to life here and now.

As we read the kingdom visions of Isaiah during Advent, with wolves and lambs lying
together, swords beaten into plowshares, the downtrodden exalted and the mighty brought
low, God's favor lavished extravagantly on people who have known only bad news —as we
read such visions, we too think, “Nice sentiments, but a far cry from the ‘real’ world.” What is
remarkable about John’s message is not the proclamation of God's reign, but the notion that
God's reign is near. The kingdom of heaven the prophets declare is so far from the world as
we know that it we dismiss such visions to the realm of wishful projection.

But what if it were true that this realm of God is close at hand? What if this kind of world is
not just a remote dream, but the way of life that God really does intend for those who follow
Jesus? One of the great Advent messages is that we can live differently from our time-worn
worldly ways, where everyone is set against the other, each trying to gain ascendance over
the other in order to preserve, defend, or advance their domains. God’s new world is ready to
break in! Can we begin living as though it is just around the corner?

To repent is to change our modus operandi, our way of living. The Good News that God's
reign is near impels us to begin living as though God's reign is already present. What seemed
sheer fantasy can indeed be reality! We can afford to drop our enmities. We can be at peace
with those against whom we have been set on edge. We can quit devouring one another in
our frenzied quest to assure our place in the world.

The first act of repentance toward God’s kingdom is to lay down the sword. We don’t need to
establish or defend our turf anymore, because we are persuaded that the earth is the Lord’s,
and all that dwells in it.

A second act of repentance toward God'’s kingdom is to bless where we have cursed, or
where we have been cursed. As those who know we are heirs of infinite divine mercy, we too
can show mercy without measure.




The list of new behaviors called forth by the approaching reign of God is more than we can
even begin to unpack in this short space. Several specific examples of such behavioral
changes, as proclaimed by John, are listed in Luke 3:10-14.

Repentance toward God’s reign, in short, is a total reorientation of life. When we affirm
that one of our chief ends as Christ’s church is “The exhibition of the Kingdom of heaven
to the world” (Book of Order F-1.0304), we are confessing that in the church we live
radically differently from the way of the world. In the world as we know it, the fittest
survive; in the kingdom of heaven, “a little child shall lead them.” In the world as we know
it, social space is created by drawing clear lines between “us” and “them”; in the kingdom
of heaven, every tribe and nation and tongue and people joins together in the unending
song of praise to the one who reconciles all things in Himself. In the world, passion for self
-expression rules; in the kingdom of heaven, we lay down our lives for one another.

Does our life together indeed point toward the kingdom of Heaven, or is our way of living
more like the manner of the world, with all its defining enmities and contested turf
claims? Am I more likely to wield the sword, or to put my hand to the plow? | must confess
that my way in the church is far more shaped by the world than I'd like to admit, and far
less like the ways of the kingdom that we declare — especially in Advent —to be nearer
than we can imagine. Am | ready to repent, and to live in the way of heaven, here and
now?

S,

The Rev. Dr. Sheldon W. Sorge, Pastor to Pittsburgh Presbytery

Longing for God'’s reign among us,




Priscilla Circle

Frisci"a Circle Starts the New Year with MERCY.

When | was a little girl, | remember visiting my grandparents on their farm. | loved being
there to explore all the barns and other buildings, the orchard and the fields interrupted by
occasional woods. Then there were special days when the "hired hands" all came to help
Grandpa thrash the wheat. Grandma and my aunts spent the morning cooking a huge fried
chicken dinner at noon to feed all the hungry men.

I never saw so much good food disappear so quickly. It took a lot of work and whenever
Grandma got a bit flustered, or whenever somebody did or said something she didn't
approve of, she would shake her head and say, "MERCY me!" | had no idea why she said
that, nor what it meant.

The prophet Micah said, "What does the Lord require?.. Do justly, love MERCY and walk
humbly with God."

Jesus said, "Blessed are the merciful for they shall obtain MERCY."

So what does MERCY mean? Priscilla Circle, your assignment for our next meeting will be
to read chapter 5 in the study book and be ready to thresh out the meaning of the fifth
Beatitude.

Tuesday, January 20, 2012, 9:45 a.m. in Dining Room at Longwood. Need a ride from
church? Call Jean LaMond, 412-963-7505. Any woman is welcome to attend, even if only
to look us over and see if this might be of interest to you. Mercy me! Come and see.

Wilberta Pickett, Circle Leader, 412-82-4797
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December was a busy month for Helping Hands-

| Healing Hearts volunteers! After preparing and
serving a Thanksgiving feast for families staying
at The Children’s Home in Friendship, they made
sure that the holiday spirit was present
throughout the month.

Volunteers baked, decorated and delivered

homemade cookies several times in December.

Goody bags were delivered for the families.
Several volunteers also went down and made Christmas ornaments with some of the
kids. A wonderful time was had by all!

A heartfelt thank you to all of those who took time out of their busy schedules to make
the holidays a little brighter for the families in the hospital.

If you are interested in joining the Helping Hands-Healing Hearts Volunteer Support
Team, please contact Betsy Hawley, Executive Director of Helping Hands-Healing
Hearts, helpinghands@fcpc.us, or contact Gail Hofer, glh52556(@comcast.net or Susan
Bartlett, bartdl@comcast.net .

Finance

The church has received a check from Wells Fargo Bank. There is no name on the check
and the bank will not identify the donor. If this is your check, please call the Finance
Office at 412-963-8243,ext 22, and confirm the amount of the check. Thank you.
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Strategic Planning Task Force

Year of Discoverg: uPdatc/ Next Stcps

This year's strategic planning process — a year of discovery to discern God’s calling for
our church —is underway. It was launched at Homecoming with a sermon “Discovering
God's Future” by the Rev. Doug Portz, who the session chose to guide us through the
process.

In the weeks that followed new groups were formed and existing groups were urged
to study Glenn McDonald'’s book, The Disciple-Making Church, and to pray for God's
guidance. The session’s strategic planning team has already begun getting insights from
these groups through their shepherd, Kim Power.

Action groups have also been organized by Karen Conner and Bob Ball to go out into
our community and talk to non-members about their concerns and their perceptions of
our church and its work.

In October the session and program staff participated in a leadership clarity
assessment that found a wide-range of views — a lack of clarity — about what the
congregation’s concerns — a finding that underscored the value of this exercise.

Subsequently, SPT member Jeff Au began putting together demographic information
about our community and its churches from Mission Insite and from the information on
ten-year trends from the PCUSA website.

In parallel, the adult education program has featured related talks, beginning with
Chris Taylor’s talk on the “Church’s Mission in the 21st Century” and continuing with
Professor Edwin van Driel’s two sessions on the “Future of the Church —What It Is and
What It Could Be,” Rev. Jim Davidson'’s three sessions on "The New Atheism,” and Doug
Portz’s two sessions on “The Advent of a New Future.”

Chris Taylor has also invited Glenn McDonald, senior pastor of Zionsville Presbyterian
Church in suburban Indianapolis from 1983 to 2011, to preach at our unity service on
January 29 and to lead a workshop on the disciple-making church the previous day —
details forthcoming.




Next steps include surveys of the staff and committees seeking their thinking on
ways their ministries can be improved, on resources needed, and on dreams for the
next 3-5 years. Our hope is to receive this input by the end of January.

In the new year teams organized by Jill Millard and David Patterson will speak to
community leaders to seek their insights.

In February, a survey using the church assessment tool (CAT — also known as a “cat
scan”) provided by Holy Cow Consulting will be made available for members of the
congregation to register what they have discerned about God's calling for our church.

The session will be briefed on results of all the information gathered, from the
prayer and action groups, the demographics and trends studies, the CAT survey and
the interviews at its retreat on February 24-26, and the whole congregation in the
adult education hour on March 4.

In the following two months, the focus will shift from trying to discern what God is
doing in our community to what God is calling our church to do. Our hope is to hold
another session retreat at the end of April to try to bring together the insights of this
process of discernment and to identify goals, missional challenges, and adaptive
changes with a focus on initiatives. Follow-up session meetings will be held to figure
out how to implement these conclusions, plans and initiatives and an evaluation
process will be put in place to monitor and adjust the efforts and initiatives as
necessary. Throughout all these steps prayer groups will be asked to continue to pray
for the process.

As we have said from the outset: Discernment is an ongoing process rather than an
isolated event. Itis grounded in a life of prayer, and it makes use of rational processes,
intuition, imagination, and emotion. It always includes the testing of a discerned
decision.

The purpose of this process is for the people of God in a particular place — Fox
Chapel Presbyterian and the community we serve -- to discover God’s will, desire, and
direction for ministry. This process assists the leadership of the church, and the entire
congregation, in taking ownership of God'’s call upon them and to prayerfully seek
God’s plan for the future.

— Charles Skinner, for the Session’s Strategic Planning Team




Bible Quiz

In the book of Judges, a cycle is
repeated many times: The Israelites do
“what is evil in the sight of the Lord,”
God hands them over to an enemy
nation, they cry out to the Lord and He
appoints a judge, or political/military
leader, for them. Under the judge’s
leadership, the Israelites conquer their
adversary and prosper—until they start
doing “what is evil in the sight of the

Lord” all over again. Who was not one of

these judges?
A. Deborah
B. Ehud

C.Esau
D. Shamgar
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A New Vear'’s
Blessing

May God make your year a happy one!
Not by shielding you from all sorrow and
pain,

But by strengthening you to bearit as it
comes;

Not by making your path easy,

But by making you sturdy to travel any
path;

Not by taking hardships from you,
But by taking fear from your heart;
Not by granting you unbroken sunshine,

But by keeping your face bright, even in
the shadows;

Not by making your life always pleasant,

But by showing you when people and their

causes need you most,

and by making you anxious to be there to

help.

God'’s love, peace, hope and joy to you for

the year ahead.




Student Ministries - What’s Happening in January!!!
No HS Youth Group on January 1st and 22nd

A PLACE YOU ARE KNOWN, LOVED, ACt
ARE, AND ALWAYS FREE TO BE A LITTE

Student Ministry Leaders
Becca Rowland-Coordinator of Student Ministries
Email: rowlandb@fcpc.us
Cell: 412-877-1514
Eric Thiessen-Assistant for Student Ministries
Email: thiessene@fcpc.us

Cell: 412-726-5186

Join Us!

Freshman Girls
Small Group
Thursdays After
School

Talk to Becca for
More Info.

Opts. 11:15 am-12:00 noon
Pre-Confirmation
(Grade 6) - Old Testament
Room 306

(Grade 7) - New Testament & the life and work
of Jesus Christ
Room 302/304

(Grade 8) - Beliefs and Practices of the Church
Room 301/303

Join Us!

BOYS NIGHT!
Mondays: 7:00 pm
Talk to Andrew/Eric
for more info
HS Only

TAREA TUESDAYS!
HOMEWORK AT
CARIBOU COFFEE
WITH BECCA.
2:30—5:00 pm

High School Sun. Morning Opts.
11:15 am-12:00 noon
Café Devotions—Room 231

COMING SOON!!!!

FEBRUARY ...30 HOUR FAMINE OVERNIGHTER!
MARCH...FRIDAY NIGHT FRENZY OVERNIGHTER

Youth Groups!

Middle School Youth
Group:

Wednesday Evenings

7:00-8:30 pm Grades 6-8 Room 231

High School Youth Group:
Sunday Evenings
7:00-8:30 pm Grades 9-12 Room 231
No HS YG on 1/1/11 & 1/22/11

VANUARY SPECIAL EVENTS

HIGH SCHOOL ONLY!
Snowtubing Overnighter at Hidden Valley
January 21-22
Snowtube Saturday afternoon and spend the
night at an awesome cabin!!!

*Qgg e , ,&




=3 |+ Adult Opportunities

‘Iﬁr Sunday Morning

Special Speakers Series Room: Chapel

“The Winter of Life”
Sponsored by The FCPC Wellness Ministries

11:15 a.m.—12:15 p.m.

January 8, 2012
The Challenges of Aging Gracefully
With Rev. Jim Craig
Rev. Jim Craig is a Preshyterian minister, and currently serves as Director of
Pastoral Care for Longwood at Oakmoriie has worked in the field of aging for
over 30 years.Jim and his wife, Sue, live in Gibsonia and have three grown
children.

Aging presents many challenges and losses. Rev. Craig will discuss how our spir-
itual lives are affected by aging and how this aging may give opportunities for embracing God’s love.

January 15, 2012
Coping with Aging — Being a Precious Presence for Those You Love
55 : With Susanne Lisotto
s Susanna N. Lisotto has worked for Vitas Hospice for eight years and is
.+ currently in sales. She has a BA in Sociology, is a PA certified teacher, writ@r
_ and corporate trainer.

Ms. Lisotto will offer practical tips for preventing burnout for caregivers as they experience changes
with loved ones and find themselves in the care giving role. CARE, DIGNITY and TIME provide
acronyms for taking care of ourselves and others.

January 22, 2012
Planning for Aging - Do you have “Will” Power?
With Elizabeth A. Burkett, Esq.
Elizabeth and her sister, Susan, are estate planning, estate administration and elgier

law attorneys at Burkett Law Offices, LLC in Monroeville. Elizabeth is an active

member at Monroeville United Methodist Church, where she teaches

Confirmation/ 8th grade Sunday School and s he
Saturdayso fellowship & outreach projgram forl

This interactive discussion will include topics like Wills, Powers of Attorney, Health Care Advance
Directives, and long-term care financing options for home and facility care.




Wednesday Nite Live

Consecutive Wednesdays:
7:00-8:30 p.m.
Starting January 4th
Grades 1-5: How Great Thou Arti Room: 233
Earthly Crafts with Heavenly Meaning

Grades 6-8: Middle School Youth Group Rooms: 231 &
Fellowship Hall

Adults: Room: Lounge

January 4 - March 7 (no session February 22)
Beth Moore Bible Study

James: Mercy Triumphs - James, Jesus' own brother, started out as a skeptic. See how one glimpse of
the resurrected Savior turned an unbeliever into a disciple. Topics in this study include: joy, hardship,
faith, reversal of fortunes for rich and poor, wisdom, gifts from above, single mindedness, the dangers of
the tongue, humility, and prayer. Beth includes a new optional "What could I do to go deeper?" section
each week, written in collaboration with her daughter Melissa. Study book will be available at the first
session for $15.00.

THANK YOu!!!

»
-

Thank you all for attending “ADVENT-uring to Christmas” last Sunday! It was a joy to see the
church family joining in on this, our Advent celebration!

A special thanks to Vern and Marcy Carpenter for supplying the greens and bows for the many
Advent wreaths made this year! We love you both for your devotion to making home worship a
priority for our families.

Other special thank you’s go out to our station leaders:
e Advent Wreath Making—Jill Rowland & Bobbie Cubbage
¢ Gingerbread Houses-John, Mary, Beth and Ben Plakidas, and Lindsay Patterson
e Tri-Bead Wreaths for Meals on Wheels-Barbara Patterson and Naomi Cannon
e Angels for Our Shut-ins-Astrid Bitzer and Suzannah Cannon
¢ Hot Glue Gun Specialist-lan Patterson

May the Hope, Peace, Joy and Love of the Advent wreath illuminate your hearts in the
coming of the Christ Child on Christmas!!




Children’s Ministries
Sunday Morning Opportunities

January 1, 2012
Moravian Love Feast
10:00 am—Childcare (Birth—Kindergarten) - Room 107

January 8, 15, 22, and 29, 2012
Childcare - Room A107

8:30 a.m. Worship Infants-Kindergarten
10:00 a.m. Worship Infants-36 months
Children’s Choir- Room 208
9:00-9:45 a.m. Grades K-5

10:00 a.m. Contemporary or Traditional Worship
10:25-11:15 a.m.

Ages 3to K Children & Worship/Celebrate Rooms 236/238
January 8 - Matthew 2:2-12 “Visitors from the East”
January 15 - Luke 18:35-44 “Jesus Heals the Blind Beggar”
January 22 - Luke 10:25-27 “The Good Samaritan”

Grades1to 5 Springs of Living Water Rooms 208, 206, 208, 233
January 8 - Advent Journey: The Christmas Story
January 15— Healing: Jesus Heals Many People
January 22-Healing: Jesus Heals Many People

11:15a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Grades 1-5 Creation Station = Room 233

January 29, 2012
Unity Service-Ordination of Elders & Deacons
10:25-11:15 am
Birth-36 months: Childcare Room 107
Age 3-K: Movie in the Lounge
Grades 1-5: Stay in Worship
NO 11:15 am Classes (Chili Cook-off)




[Family Mimnistries

Introducing... Faith at Home: Building Blocks

A series of workshops, programs and celebrations that:

celebrate important steps in the spiritual development of children and youth;

provide resources and encouragement for parents and grandparents to nurture

spirituality at home;

walk with children and youth and their families as they reach milestones in the life of the
church family.

Building Blocks Coming in 2012

Beginning Church School (3 years old)
February 12, 2012—10:00 a.m. Celebration in Worship
February 12, 2012-10:20 a.m.-11:00 a.m. Visit classroom
(2nd half of worship)

Created by God (Grades 4-6)
March 1-4, 2012 See website for detailed schedule and information
March 11, 2012-10:00 a.m. Celebration in Worship

SAVE THE DATE
Intergenerational Mission Trip—All Ages!
July 7-13, 2012
Sault Ste Marie, MI




Preschool

Welcome back staff and families! Can you believe we are entering the second term of preschool?
Currently, plans are underway for 2012 programming, with offerings of a diverse curriculum,
including several afternoon specials. Families will also be receiving information regarding the

Summer Bible Camp, which will provide hours of fun, educational and engaging activities.

Current families may register for 2012 programming on Friday, February 10. All other interested
families may register the following week. Details will follow. We encourage all families to spread the
word about this fantastic preschool!!

January Dates To Note: January Themes:

January 3—Preschool Resumes Jesus Grows Up

Monday, January 16—Martin Luther Fruit of the Spirit:

King Day—Preschool Closed Patience

Thursday, January 26—Staff In-
Service; Preschool closes at

11:30 am. Letters:U,V,W

Colors: Blue and Gray

Shapes:
Rectangle, Fish, Parallelogram
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God doesn’t want us to be
shy with his gifts, but bold
and loving and sensible.

2 Timothy 1:7

How do I sign up?
Registration for the
2012012 MOPS year is
now open!

If you or any other mom

you know would like to join
our group, please call or
email:Kim Haytock
4128285681 or
fcpcmops@gmail.com

MEOP

Is MOPS for you?

I f you are a mom v

e s pregnant or has a child
newborn thru ele rye

e desires to make new friends...

e wants to share the challenges and joys of
motherhood...

e s looking for opportunities for personal
growth through trusted resources...

e enjoys giving back to the community...

...Then YES! MOPS is for you!

When do we meet?

We meet the 2 nd and 4 th Tuesday 9-11am
downstairs below Fellowship Hall at
Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church

348 Fox Chapel Rd 15238

Please Join Us.

What about Childcare?

MOPPETS is a fun and loving FREE child-care

program designed to provide a safe place

with dependable caregivers. (Infants are

wel come to stay with mom.) Thereod
Bible stories, singing, crafts, games and
shacks! MOPPETS is more than just
ochil déiatr@®@d a progr
children enjoy, so you can enjoy
MOPSI!!




Music Notes

Choral Conccrl: ]:ebruarg i 8th

Please mark your calendars now for the return of The University of Pittsburgh Men'’s Glee Club
on Saturday, February 18™ at 7:30 pm. The oldest extant organization in the history of the
university, this outstanding ensemble will present a concert of works by Gallus, Dowland,
Gretchaninoff, Rachmaninoff, as well as early American folk hymn arrangements and English and Irish
folk songs. The concert will be directed by Richard Teaster and is free of charge.

A reception will follow the concert.

Moravian Love Feast

Ohne Service on New Years Dag, in Fc"owshiP Hall, 10a.m.
Guest SPcakcn Martha Mbandi from C ameroon

After a two year hiatus because of the timing of Christmas, we are pleased to offer to our
congregation our sixth annual Moravian Love Feast. For this service comprised mostly of scripture,
hymns and the mission story, families will be seated around tables decorated in red and white, ready
to be served the traditional Moravian sweet buns and coffee or cocoa. This is NOT communion - just a
simple meal as the originally persecuted Moravians were served to assuage their hunger as they
sought refuge.

Our special guest speaker bringing the Mission Story, will be Martha Neba-Mbandi, now an American
citizen, a graduate of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary and currently completing her doctoral studies
at Robert Morris University in Educational Management.

She feels called to return to her homeland to buy land and set up comprehensive schools to educate
boys and girls so they can be prepared to help their own people better their lives. Come hear the long
and rugged path Martha has traveled to prepare herself to elevate the lives of these people she loves
so much. You will also enjoy the taste of African music with drumming and flute.

Childcare will be provided for Infants through Kindergarten. All other children are welcome, and
urged to attend with their parents. NOTE: To ease access into the building, the Longwood bus will
deliver worshipers to the flat entrance to Fellowship Hall off Springhouse Lane and others may enter
there, also.
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FCPC Special Mus
\ Fvenrts Series

Special Musical Pvents Series at

Please Join Us and Bring a

Sundags at 945 a.m. before the
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T raditional Worship for2011-2

J: January 1—Moravian Love Feast in Fellowship Hall

J’ April 8" (Easter) at 8:30 and 11 a.m.—Easter with The West
Quintet

5Pccial Musical E vents Series for 201 1-2

9994

J: Saturday, February 18 at 7:30 p.m.—University of Pittsburgh Men
Concert

J: Sunday, March 4 at 4 p.m.—Pittsburgh Concert Chorale Concert

Saturday, April 21 at 7:30 p.m.: zgth Annual Sponsorship Concert wit
Academy Chamber Orchestra

J: Saturday, May 5 at 8 p.m.—Pittsburgh Concert Chorale Pops Concert

g
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Chili Cook-off

The Annual FCPC Chili Cook-off Contest is just around the corner. The 6"

Annual Cook-off is scheduled for Sunday, January 29, 2012 immediately

following the 10:00 AM Unity Service and Congregational Meeting. As usual,

the cook-off will be held in Fellowship Hall. The coveted Chili Pots and 2™ and

3" Place medals will be handed out in four categories. However, this yearin a
twist and with an eye toward healthier choices one of the categories is being changed. In
addition to the Traditional, Youth and Non-Traditional categories, a new Heart Healthy
Category is being added.

Recipes in this category can include vegetarian recipes or other healthy-choice ingredients
that will make your recipe distinctive and heart-friendly. A list of

those ingredients and healthy-choice ideas will be available during

sign-ups. Look for sign ups in the Welcome Area and in Fellowship

Hall before and after services on January 8, 15, and 22. The final

deadline for registering will be January 24. You can also register by

emailing Chet Karas at karas756(@comcast.net.

Vear-End Giving

In order to claim a tax deduction for 2011, you need to deliver your check to the Finance
Office by Friday, December 30, or mail it to the church with a postmark by December 31,
2011.

Checks hand delivered to the office after January 1, 2012, or received in the offering plate on
Sunday, January 1, 2012, or after, will be considered to be postpayments for 2011 even if the
checks are dated 2011. Postpayments will appear on your 2012 contribution statements.

If you are planning to make a stock donation, please notify both the Finance Office and your
broker by mid-December so both you and the church can benefit from the donation this
year. Donations of stock take time to process and we cannot credit the correct donor unless
we are notified.

Cilla Bamford, Finance Administrator



mailto:karas756@comcast.net
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Per Capita
Support
Encouraged

The term “Per Capita” is used to
represent our connectional
relationship to the whole of the
Presbyterian Church (USA), as it
provides support for the
administrative levels of our church'’s
governing bodies.

The 3 representative governing
bodies, Pittsburgh Presbytery, The
Synod of The Trinity, and the
General Assembly annually
determine the “Per Person” support
that will be needed to serve the
church in regions, the nation, and
the world.

The Per Capita amount for 2012 is
$35,832.30. Thisis $23.73 per
member. An envelope is provided in
the first quarter packet that you
received, and support can be
provided by a check, payable to
FCPC and designated “Per Capita”
on the memo line. Your help will be
greatly appreciated.
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UPMC
St. Margaret

B R B e )

Will soon implement the “"No One
Dies Alone program.” No One Dies
Alone is a volunteer program that
provides a reassuring presence at the
bedside of a dying patient who
would otherwise be alone.

If you are interested in helping in this
capacity, please consider becoming
a Compassionate Care volunteer.

Volunteers would hold the patient’s
hand, quietly sing or read to them,
pray with them, fluff their pillow and
allow them to die with dignity.

No skill is necessary. Being there is
the most important thing. Please
contact Iris Douglas at 412-784-4080
or arndti@upmc.edu to learn more
about the No One Dies Alone
program.
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Friday Morning Reading Group

Friday Book Group: On Friday, Jan. 6th, we have invited Chris Taylor to come and share
with us his views of Rob Bell's book, "Love Wins." Please join us if you have an interest in
our final discussion of what has been a very challenging and stimulating book for us.

On January 13th we will begin discussing "Speaking Christian:
Why Christian Words Have Lost Their Meaning and Power and
How They Can Be Restored" by Marcus J. Borg, a favorite of the
group for many year. The book is available from Barnes and
Noble or from Amazon.com.

The group meets from 9-10 a.m. every Friday except for
holidays in the FCPC Lounge in an informal atmosphere where
all are welcomed and every opinion is respected. Coffee and tea are provided. For more
detailed information, call Dorothy Hill 412 828 728s.

Church Humor

22005 Harry Bijss. Dstated by Trbune Media Sorvices, Inc. wwacharrybliss.com
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4 » « Veterans'Hospital is able to buythe =«
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i |5 hat “ «+ « popular books and magazines that i

they know their men and women
enjoy at a lower price through
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« welook back and wonder whether =« 9MOWINS: s
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differently, whether perhaps we The fund is running low and there is
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hope for contributions so that
reading can continue to be enjoyed
as books and magazines are
published. If you enjoy reading and
would like to share your enjoyment -
with them or just give them a gift, v
please make out a check to the

= & ASPINWALL VETERANS' LIBRARY
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should make a change somehow. If gH
this question enters your mind more
and more frequently, you can benefit
from the caring, listening presence
of a Stephen Minister.
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Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church is
here to help. When a crisis happens,
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"f’ a Stephen Minister could care for 1‘ } _ , 1‘
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© 8243, . . VAPittsburgh Healthcare System i

1010 Delafield Rd.,
Pittsburgh, PA 15215
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Dear God,

My wish for 2012 is a fat bank
account and a thin body. Please
don't mix these up like you did last
year. &
Amen &
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Strategic Planning Task Force
Prayer & Book Study Groups

FCPC needs your help in discerning the future of our church. We encourage you to join one
of our one hour groups - reading "The Disciple Making Church”. Copies may be purchased
in the church office fore $10.00. Please contact the facilitator directly or call Kim Power
412-963-6482, if interested in participating.

Facilitator Contact Number Meeting Time

Jean Simmonds 412-781-5257 Sundays 11:15am, Church Library

Amy Teele 412-784-1247 Monday or Tuesday 8:00pm, Caribou
Coffee

Julie O'Shaughnessy  724-274-2558 Wednesday 7:15pm, Julie’s home

Dorcas Evans-Miller  412-952-4013 Thursday 7:30pm, Panera

Chip Crawford Agape’ Group in process of organizing

John Pickett Longwood Thursday 10:30am (have been meeting for
8 weeks)

Rob Krogh Praise Band meets during practice

Gentle Yoga

The Wellness Ministry is pleased to announce the start of a new yoga class in January. We
will now offer two separate classes. The existing group meets on Tuesday evenings and is
led by Sherri Wilson.

This new group will meet on Tuesday afternoons, from 1—2 p.m., in the Lounge, beginning
January 31,2012. It will be led by Barbara Bahnson and is entitled “Gentle Yoga.” The focus
will be for those who are new to yoga and those who are at the
beginning stage of learning.

Registration is open. Please contact Hillary Barrett to register at
barretth@fcpc.us or at 412-963-8243.




Agape Notes

Agape, a Greek word, is translated in the New Testament of the Bible as “love” or
“charity.” St Paul called agape the greatest of virtues. Christ commands us to love and
care for one another. There are people all around us who are lonely, and feel unloved
(within families, by their neighbors, in the schools, in business, and even in places of
worship). Agape is working to expand the church conversation with regard to how we are
in relationship with others — with a focus on matters of social justice, inclusion, and
diversity. These are matters that at times fall in the category of the minority — of the
“least of these.”

Epiphany, which falls on January 6, is a Christian feast day that celebrates the revelation
of God the Son as a human being in Jesus Christ. Western Christians commemorate
principally (but not solely) the visitation of the Biblical Magi to the Baby Jesus, and thus
Jesus' physical manifestation to the Gentiles. Eastern Christians commemorate the
baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River, seen as his manifestation to the world as the Son of
God I

Having recently celebrated the story of Baby Jesus and the Nativity, | wonder how those
in his lifetime, and eventually many in the world, would know Jesus to be the Son of God
and God the Son. It is through the Bible stories of Christ’s actions — what he did and said
— that places Jesus beside the Father. How magnificent and divine is this example:

Matthew 25 (43/45) "They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or
a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ He will reply, ‘Truly |
tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.”"

Who does this? Christians do (and it is the Christian’s due). Christ tells us to treat the
loved one and the stranger with the same attitude of love and compassion. This is also an
example of Grace, and there are many examples of Grace at Fox Chapel Presbyterian
Church.

May your New Year be blessed with love and compassion and may you reflect this Grace
to others.

AGAPE Brothers and Sisters
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Vesterday and Tomorrow

A good thing to take to heart!
There are two days in every week
about which we should not worry,
two days which should be kept free
from fear and apprehension.
One of these days is Yesterday
with all its mistakes and cares,
its faults and blunders, its aches and pains.
Yesterday has passed forever beyond our control.
All the money in the world
cannot bring back Yesterday.
We cannot undo a single act we performed;
we cannot erase a single word we said.

Yesterday is gone forever.
The other day we should not
worry about is tomorrow
with all its possible adversities,
its burdens, its large promise,
and its poor performance;
tomorrow is also beyond our immediate control.

Tomorrow’s sun will rise,
either in splendor or behind a mask of clouds,
but it will rise. Until it does,
we have no stake in Tomorrow,
foritis yet to be born.

This leaves only one day,

Any person can fight the battle
of just one day.
It is when you and | add the burdens
of those two awful eternities
Yesterday and Tomorrow
That we break down.
It is not the experience of Today
That drives a person mad,
It is the remorse or bitterness
Of something which happened Yesterday
And the dread of what Tomorrow may bring.

Let us, therefore, live but one day at a time and leave the rest to Jesus.
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Winter i a ditficult time for peopls
in need, %0 make this scarf 1o help
SOmeane slay warm,

What you need:
* Medium-weight polar
fleece, 60" standard widch
(a 9" portion will make
one scarf)
* Scissors
= An adult to help

What you do:

1. Cut a piece of medium-
weight polar fleece to the
size of 60" x 9”. Cur the
fabric across its width so
the material is strerchy.

2. Trim off the edge binding.
To add “fringe” along each
end, make a 6" <long cur
every half inch.

3. For curly fringe, pull each
strand and then let go
sharply. Another attractive
OpLOon 1S to e an over-
hand knot at the top of
each strip.

4. Donate your scarf ro a
local group that helps
peeple in need. For greater
impact, encourage your
Sunday school classmates
or other friends to make
SCArvVies, too.

A caring disciple

In Acts 9, Peter tells of a woman whe lived in Joppa.
She pn:rfurrr'.L'd good works and helped the poor. Solve the
puzzle below o reveal this disciple’s two names.

Instrections: Gross out the letbers that spell each object and write the remaining letier
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STAFF

Ministry and Program
Senior Pastor, Christopher Taylor, taylorc@fcpc.us
Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care, Joan S. Hogge, hoggej@fcpc.us
Associate Pastor of Congregational Care, R. Lee Nichols, Jr., nichols|@fcpc.us
Associate Pastor of Family Ministries, Cathie Smith, smithc@fcpc.us
Director of Educational Ministries, Delinda Donovan, donovand @fcpc.us
Student Ministries Coordinator, Becca Rowland, rowlandb@fcpc.us
Assistant Student Ministries Coordinator, Eric Thiessen, thiessene@fcpc.us
Finance Administrator, Cilla Bamford, bamfordc@fcpc.us
Director of Preschool, Ellen Schall, schalle@fcpc.us
Director of Music Ministries and Organist, David Billings, billingsd@fcpc.us
Chancel Choir Director, Guy Russo, russog@fcpc.us
H20 Worship Leader, Rob Krogh
Director of Children’s Choir, Carol Young

Administration Team Staff
Admin. Asst. of Communications & for Deacons, Ruby J. Ralicki, ralickir@fcpc.us
Admin. Asst. for the Pastor, Penny Young, youngp@fcpc.us
Admin. Asst. for Education, Nichelle Nelson, nelsonn@fcpc.us
Admin. Asst. for the Associate Pastors, Hillary Barrett, barretth@fcpc.us

Properties Support Staff
Maintenance Manager, Wayne Dailey, daileyw@fcpc.us
Caretaker Supervisor, Mike Hails, caretakers@fcpc.us
Caretaker Alvin Peoples & Carl Collins

THE SESSION

Class of 2011

Jeff Au, Karen Connor, Christy Farrell, John Musgrave, Judy Spray,
Amanda Thiessen, Jim Wallisch, Linda Wash, Bob Wilson
Class of 2012
Judy Albert, Beau Beard, Debbie Burke, Mary Harrison, Howard Havlicsek,
Alice Lloyd, Brian Miller, Kim Power, Bob Ziringer
Class of 2013
Bob Ball, Emy Boag, Larry Brown, Susan Follansbee, Jill Millard, David Patterson,
Charles Skinner, Janet Ummer, David Work
THE BOARD OF DEACONS
Class of 2011
Susan Bartlett, Kim Bartolacci, Charlie Burke, Doris Calian, Marijo Crowe, Margot Johnjulio,
Sarah Jones, Ann McGhee, Tracey Mulert, Bryan Norman, Diane Tung
Class of 2012
Molly Childs, Laura Dawson, Susan Eshleman, Clay Hardon, Jeni Kondis, Kathy Marsico,
Shelly Marcussen, Laurel Schultz, Sue Sterrett, Tom Walker, Ivor Wood
Class of 2013
Astrid Bitzer, Sandy Clements, Paul Hopper, Amanda Jaskey, Beth Lockwood, Loraine Murphey,
Jill Rowland, Jeff Schmutz, Charles Sliger, Carol Squires, Amy Szlachetka, Isabel Tuttle



Coming in February

Sunday, February 12—Valentine’s Day Reception—Atrium
Tuesday, February 14—Happy Valentine’s Day

Saturday, February 18—University of Pittsburgh/Men’s Glee
Club—7:30 p.m.—Sanctuary

Monday, February 20—Washington’s Birthday

Wednesday, February 22—Ash Wednesday Service,
Sanctuary

Friday, Saturday& Sunday, February 24, 25 & 26—Session
Retreat—Off Site

The will of God will never take you to where the grace of God will not protect you.
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