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Sunday, June 12, 2011, 11 a.m.  -   Pentecost Reception  -  Atrium 
 

Sunday, June 19, 2011  -  Happy Father’s Day  
 

Sunday, June 19, 2011, Haitham Jazrawi, Minister from Iraq preaching 
(8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. Traditional services in the Sanctuary) 

Coming in June 

Articles due by noon 
Monday, June 20, 2011  
for the July newsletter  

to Ruby Ralicki. 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Building renovations are continuing this month.  In June, we will move to our 
summer schedule with the addition of an early service at 8:30 a.m., and the 
traditional and contemporary services at 10:00 split between the Sanctuary and 
the Chapel.   

 

 June 5th – Summer Schedule Begins through September 4th: 
     8:30 a.m. – Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 
     10:00 a.m. – Contemporary Worship in the Chapel 
     10:00 a.m. – Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 

 

 

 

Worship Schedule 

 

June 5th — 8:30 & 10 a.m.—Traditional—Chris Taylor - Communion—Sanctuary 
June 5th—10 a.m.—H20—Cathie Smith—Communion—Chapel 
June 12th—8:30 & 10 a.m.—Traditional—Chris Taylor—Pentecost—Sanctuary 
June 12th—10 a.m.— H20—Lee Nichols—Pentecost—Chapel 
June 19th—8:30 & 10 a.m.—Traditional—Haitham Jazrawi, Minister from Iraq 
June 19th—10 a.m.—H20—Cathie Smith—Chapel 
June 26th—8:30 & 10 a.m.—Traditional—Joan Hogge—Sanctuary 
June 26th—10 a.m.—H20—Cathie Smith—Chapel 

June Worship Schedule 



 
Dear Friends, 
 With the beginning of the renovations things promise to be a bit chaotic around here 
over the next few months.  Demolition has already begun in Fellowship Hall and in June the 
work will start in the rest rooms and office area near our main entrance. 
 What it all means is that we are going to have to be flexible over the next few months.  
We have already combined our two services during the month of May, and in June we will shift 
to a summer schedule for Sunday mornings:  

8:30 a.m. traditional service in the sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. traditional service in the sanctuary  
10:00 a.m. H20 (contemporary) service in the chapel 

We know that at some point in late June or early July we will have to close the offices for at least 
a day as we install a new water-main.  The Buildings and Grounds Committee realized our 
current line can’t adequately support our fire-suppression system, so adding a new, significantly 
larger line became part of our renovation plan. 

With all the work being done in the office and rest-rooms, there may be some days 
when it will be difficult to get into the offices, and others when it will be hard to reach someone 
even by phone.  Please be patient with us!  We will try our best to stay accessible all through the 
project. 

It is our hope and plan to have everything done by the first Sunday of September.  
What that means is that when our church family gathers for Homecoming Sunday on 
September 11 we should find: 

A much improved sound system in both the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall 
New, and significantly larger bathrooms in the red tile area off our main entrance 
A renovated Fellowship Hall configured for both worship and activities 
A renovated office area 
A new space for youth in the rooms beneath the chapel 
Improvements to our water supply 

Many thanks to everyone who has supported this campaign and made it possible.  It is a great 
pleasure to see all the planning now coming to fruition, and our hope that these improvements 
will be a blessing not only to our congregation, but to all who visit our beloved church for years 
to come.  
 Have a wonderful summer! 

      Warmly, 
 
   

 

Pastors Thoughts 
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Babies 

 
Jesus said, “Let the  little 
children come to me, and 
do not stop them; for it is to 
such as these that the 
kingdom of heaven 
belongs.” -  Matthew 19:14 
 

We want to join in celebration of the 
birth of Mia Sophia,  on March 25, 
2011, daughter of Tom and Lisa 
Stelitano and  Lanette Christine, on 
May 4, 2011, daughter of Christiaan 
and Jessica Vogel. Grandparents are 
Vic and Sally Vogel. 

 
 

News from  
the Pews 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Entered the 
Church Triumphant 

 
For we know that if the earthly tent we 
live in were destroyed, we have a 
building of God, a house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens.   
2 Corinthians 5:1 
 

The ministers and congregation extend 
their deepest sympathies to the family 
and friends of John Myers, who died on 
April 27, 2011 and Pat 
Sliger, who died on  
April 28, 2011. 
 



 
“An Empty, Aching Hole—

And Memories” 

 
Someone you love has died, and the 
world is darker. At a time like this, 
you need a caring, concerned friend 
to listen to you and be with you. A 
Stephen Ministry would like to be 
that friend.   
 
A Stephen Minister is willing and 
able to care for you by listening and 
being there while you work through 
this tough time. Our congregation is 
committed to providing care to 
those who need it. 
 
Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church is 
here to help. When a crisis happens, 
make use of this ministry. If you 
would like to know more about how 
a Stephen Minister could care for 
you, please call Lee Nichols,  
412-963-8243. 
 
 

Stephen  
Ministers 

 

 

 

 

Priscilla Circle will  

meet at Longwood  

in the Dining  

Room    
 
Tuesday, May 31 at 9:45 a.m.  
This will be an extra meeting needed 
to complete our HORIZONS Bible 
Study. 
 

Please read Revelation, chapters 21 
and 22, and in the Study Book, 
Lesson # 9,  "Journey Into the New 
Jerusalem." 
 

If you need a ride from the church 
side of the river, please call Jean 
LaMond, 412-963-7570. 
   
Any other questions, call Circle 
Leader, Wilberta Pickett,  
412-826-4797. 
 

 

 

Priscilla  Circle 



 

   

 

 

 

          

 

Helping Hands -  
Healing Hearts 

 

Volunteers Needed Immediately! 
 

Helping Hands-Healing Hearts is looking for 
volunteers with willing hands and big hearts.  The 
Family Support Team is in need of caring people to 
help assist a family with a very sick child.  Possible 
tasks may include: 
 

Preparing meals 
Running errands 
Yard work 
 

The jobs will vary depending on the needs of the 
family and the interests of the Team members. Using 
a team approach, volunteers pool their talents, 
creativity, and time to offer much more care giving 
support than one volunteer can provide alone. 

You will be part of a team of 10-12 people who share in the duties of supporting 
this local family.  The Team is already up and running, but is in need of additional 
members. 
 
If you are interesting in helping with this caring ministry or have more questions,  
please contact Astrid Bitzer, the team leader, at astridstol@aol.com or  
412-963-1640. 

Astrid Bitzer, Team 

Leader, ready to deliver  

a basket of goodies. 

mailto:astridstol@aol.com


 

 

 

Two Bonhoeffer Presentations in  June 
  

Friday, June 3  - View 90 minute DVD, "Bonhoeffer, Agent of Grace"  
 
The Life, Ministry and Martyrdom of a German pastor who plotted to kill Hitler. He is 
remembered today for his Letters from Prison, and for his concept of  "Cheap Grace" 
vs. "Costly Grace."  This film sheds light on the little known efforts of the German 
resistance. 
  
Friday, June 10 - The Rev. Dr. John Burgess, professor of Systematic Theology  
 
at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary where he teaches a course on Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 
will present "What Bonhoeffer Means for us Today," with time for Q&A.   
  
This is a follow up to our five months spent reading and discussing Denise Giardina's  
historical novel, Saints and Villains, a vivid and accurate account of Bonhoeffer's  
struggle to find a Christian response to evil in the world.  
  
Both sessions will be held in the Lounge from 9:00 - 10:30 a.m. 
 
The June 10 meeting will start with a social time - coffee and light refreshments. 
All are welcome to attend these informative sessions.  It is not necessary that you have  
read the book as neither of these presentations are based on the book.  Just come to 
ask yourself if you believe, as Bonhoeffer did, that to be a Christian is to "take up your 
cross to die." 

 

Friday Morning Book Group  
Invites You To   



 
June is a poplar month for weddings. 
The gospel of John tells about a 
wedding Jesus attended at Cana.  
 
At the reception, he offered a special 
gift. 
 
What was it? 
 
 

 Money 
 Pottery 
 Healing 
 Wine 

 

Bible Quiz 
Walk a little 
slower, Daddy, 
said a little child 
so small. I’m 
following in 
your footsteps and I don’t want to fall.  
 

Sometimes your steps are very fast; 
sometimes they’re hard to see. 
 

So walk a little slower, Daddy, for you are 
leading me. 
 

Someday when I’m all grown up, you’re 
what I want to be. 
 

Then I will have a child who’ll want to 
follow me. 
 

And I would want to lead just right, and 
know that I was true; 
 

So walk a little slower, Daddy, for I must 
follow you. 

Author Unknown 
 

The View 
 

“Christian faith is a grand 
cathedral, with divinely 
pictured windows. 
Standing without, you see 
no glory, nor can imagine any. But 
standing within, every ray of light reveals a 
harmony of unspeakable splendors.” 
 

Nathaniel Hawthorne 

 

Slow Down 
Answer: D (See John 2:1-11) 



Mini Mission: East End Cooperative Ministryõs  
Off -to-College Kit 

 
 

 
 
 

 

East End Cooperative Ministries 

Each year East End Cooperative Ministry organizes a 

supply drive to benefit graduates of their Children & Youth 

programs who are going to college in the fall. We want to 

help! 
 

Most of these young people are the first in their family to 

pursue higher education, and we want to help them get off 

to a great start! The EECM Council of Congregations (of 

which Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church is a member) will 

give an Off to College Kit to each college-bound student, 

including all the necessities of academic and dorm life, 

from sheets and towels to school supplies.  
 

Please coordinate with Kitty Skinner by Sunday, June 10th 

(412-406-7304 or skinner.kc@gmail.com) to choose your 

contribution from the list of selected items below. We will 

pack everything into the laundry basket and deliver the kit 

to EECM in East Liberty, and they will make sure “our” student receives our 

gifts. Encouraging notes of congratulation and for continued success are very 

much appreciated! 

Linens & Cleaning  

Towels & washcloths  
Twin extra-long sheet set 
Plastic shower caddy  
Laundry basket 
Laundry detergent  
Dryer sheets 
Mesh laundry bag 
Good plastic clothes hangers 
Bed pillow 
Twin extra-long mattress pad 

Miscellaneous  

Tissues  
Hand soap (liquid) 
Hand sanitizer  
 
*Please note that all 
items should be new. 

School Supplies  

1ò 3-Ring Binder  
Mechanical pencils 
Stapler and Staples 
Pens 
Sharpie markers 
Dry erase board for door  
Dry erase markers 
Planner/organizer 
Spiral-bound notebooks 
Highlighters  
Pocket folders 

mailto:skinner.kc@gmail.com


Submitted by Delinda Donovan 

Due to construction we will not be having Vacation Bible School this summer.   

However, Fox Chapel Episcopal Church has graciously invited us to participate  

in their two summer events! 
 

Vacation Bible School (VBS)  
at Fox Chapel Episcopal Church 

630 Squaw Run Road East 
Pittsburgh, PA 15238 

 

July 11th -15th  
 

Join us for PaNDAMaNiA -  Where God Is Wild About YOU!  FCEC will be taking  

registrations for potty-trained 3 year-olds through 2nd grade.  We will be starting at 9am and 

ending at 11:30am. The cost is $50 and includes snacks, crafts, and t-shirts.  Register by 

emailing office@fcec.us or calling 412.963.8938 and speaking to Sandra. Registrations taken 

after June 21st will be $60.  If you would like to volunteer, please email our VBS leader,  

Patty Todd at gympretzel@aol.com. 
 

AND 
 

Summer's Best Two Weeks!!!! 
 

 
 
 

Mon-Fri, July 25th—Aug 5th  
Cost: $200 for the two-week session 

Campers in 3rd -8th grade are invited to attend 
 

Get ready for 2 weeks of daily swims at the FC Racquet Club, wall climbing, a camping  
overnight, hockey, Frisbee, tumbling, wrestling, and pretty much any other sport you can 

think of!  Summer's Best is a competitive Christian sports camp that teaches the "I'm third" 
motto (God first, other people second, I'm third).  If you have a child who wants to join us as 
a camper or you have a high school aged student who wants to be a Junior counselor for the 

2 weeks please send an e-mail to Doug North Cook at doug@fcec.us.                                                     
 

You’re Invited!!! 

mailto:office@fcec.us%3cmailto:office@fcec.us
mailto:gympretzel@aol.com
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                      Summer Childrenôs Sunday  Opportunities 
 

Birth to K  
May 29ðSept.4  

      8:30 am                                          Childcare                                     Room 220 
 

Birth to 36 Months  
May 29ðSept.4  

      10:00 am                                          Childcare                                     Room 220 
 

Ages 3ðK  
May 29ðSept.4  

      10:00-10:20 am                                                                      Worship w/parents 
      10:25-11:00 am                                  Class                                  Room 210/212 

 
Grades Kð5 

May 29thðNo Education  
June 5 to August 28th  

       10:00-10:20 am                                                                       Worship w/parents 
       10:25-11:00 am       Class-ñClean Water for All Godôs Childrenò          Room 208 
 
This Curriculum ñClean Water for All Godôs Childrenò is designed to enable children to understand 

the importance of clean water for health, and to show them ways to share in the mission of taking 
clean water to all the children of the world.  It demonstrates the relationship between health and  

water, how the water purification system works, and the enormous difference it makes in the lives of 
the people who have been drinking contaminated water.  The curriculum also teaches the value of 
water in our lives and encourages conservative use.  Nearly 5 million people die every year from  

preventable water-related diseases, and most of them are children! What better way for our healthy 
children to begin to do mission than to participate in this study and look toward the goal of  

Clean Water for All Godôs Children.      
                                                     

 

The Giving Well for ñClean Water for All Godôs Childrenò 
 
The Childrenôs Mission Giving Well has been moved to the  
Atrium on Sunday Morningsðin order for children and adults to 
give to our mission projects!  Please help us by giving your 
pocket change and help the children see how Godôs love 
multiplies each small gift! 

Children’s Ministries  

  Interested in Helping During Our Church Construction Season???? 

We could use help moving classroom materials, rearranging and organizing. 

Youth can earn $$$ Credit for All Youth Trips This Summer by Helping. 

Contact Nichelle if you’re interested. 



 

SPIRITUALITY AND HEALTH  
Sponsored by the Wellness Task Force  

Room: Chapel 

June 5, 2011 - 11:15 am-12:15 pm 
 

 

Spirituality and Health: Don't you know that your body is a temple that belongs to the Holy Spirit? The Holy 

Spirit, whom you received from God, lives in you. You don't belong to yourselves.  I Corinthians 6:19 
 

 

Christ’s mission of love calls us to take care of the body of Christ. Are not the body, mind and spirit 

one? We are called to take care of others and ourselves. Chris Taylor and Dr. Haeussner will 

explore the biblical basis for the body, mind and spirit connection followed by an introduction to 

the concept of Health Ministry and small group discussion of how FCPC can support wellness of 

body, mind and spirit in our church and community.  
 

Leaders: 

Rev. Chris Taylor—Rev. Chris is the senior pastor at FCPC. He received an M.Div. from  

Princeton Theological Seminary and a Doctor of Ministry degree from Fuller Theological  

Seminary in California.   
 

Dr. Charlie Haeussner—Dr. Haeussner practiced general surgery in Pittsburgh, PA.  He is a  

graduate of the Temple School of Medicine.  

Sunday Morning - Adult Opportunities 

Wednesday Opportunities     
 

                     Upcoming Summer Study  
             June 22nd—August 10th (No Class on July 6th) 

                               7:00-8:30 pm in the Lounge 
 

  Stepping Up: A Journey through the Psalms of Ascent                    
 Leaders: Lynn MacBeth and Elizabeth Phillips 

 

This video series is a Bible study of Psalms 120-134.  Traveling pilgrims sang these psalms both on 

the way to the great festivals of the LORD and as key elements of the worship at those festivals. 

Just as a song or poem can express feelings of fear, doubt, hope, and joy,  these 15 psalms model 

how we can voice our own petitions and praises to our God, who is always available and ready to 

hear us. Explore the major feasts of Israel and journey with Beth through this 7-session study. 

Themes of unity, joy,  gratitude, redemption, repentance, the power of blessings, facing ridicule, 

and more are explored in detail. Modern-day believers in Jesus Christ can learn much from these 

treasured Psalms in their journey toward greater intimacy with God.  



On the first Tuesday of 

each month, parents and 

students gather  

together to eat food, share 

ideas, stay informed and 

grow spiritually. 

 
 

No Meetings in June, July &  

August 

Mosaic: Weekly  

Sunday High School Youth Group  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(May 22nd was the LAST regular youth group  

until September) 

 

 

 

Update: Wilderness Extreme, 

June 8-22 Trip is Full!! 

 

Return Home Dinner will be  

June 22nd 

 

 

 

 

THE SHIP:  Weekly Wednesday Middle School 

Youth Group  

Time: 7-8:30pm 
 

Dates:  

June 1st—LAST Regular Youth Group  

until September! 
  

Location: Youth Lounge  

THE SHIP 

Sunday Morning Education  

Opportunities for Youth 
   

  NO EDUCATION DURING THE 

SUMMER 

   

 

 

  

June 29th  

WHITE WATER RAFTING 

DAY!  

(Middle and High School)  



For Schedules, Events &  

All Information, Vi sit Us At:  

Or Get Forms on Youth Bulletin Boards  
 

Becca Rowland 
Coordinator of Student Ministries  

rowlandb@fcpc.us 
Office: 412 -963-8243 ext.25 

Cell: 412-877-1514 

 
SUMMER STUFF!!! WATCH YOUR MAILBOX FOR DATES, 

TIMES AND FORMS!!! 
 
 

 

Middle School Only  

Last Youth Group (June 1) 

Late Night BBQ @ the Smith House 

       (In July) 

Surf City Camp (August 7-12) 

 

High School Only 

Wilderness Trip (June 8-22) 

Dig Deep  Campfires! (In August and 

September) 

Jamaica Mission Trip (July 17-24) 

Cedar Point Overnighter  (In July) 

Middle School and High School 

White Water Rafting Adventure 

       (June 29th) 

Pool Party @ Community Pool  

       (In August) 

 

All Ages 

Family West Virginia Mission Trip 

      (July 31st—August 4th) 

Church Picnic (August 28) 

 



  
 

Billings Recital on June 23rd at Westminster Presbyterian 
 

Westminster Presbyterian Church will host a series of six organ recitals on Thursdays, June 
16-July 21, at 5:00 pm in celebration of the 20th anniversary of the Austin pipe organ there.   
 

These 30-minute recitals are planned to coincide with the weekly Upper St. Clair Farmers’ 
Market (!) held in the church’s south parking lot on Thursdays from 4-7 pm.  FCPC’s Director 
of Music Ministries and Organist, David Billings, will present the second recital on Thursday, 
June 23rd, from 5:00-5:30 pm.   
 

These recitals are billed as “casual concerts for all ages” with no admission charge.  If you can 
be in that area on June 23rd, please come and enjoy the organ recital and farmers’ market! 
 

 

 

The Minnighs – In Appreciation and Gratitude  
 

Joel Minnigh has retired on May 1st as our bass section leader, a position he has held since 
1998.  He has been at FCPC, however, for nearly 27 years both as a substitute section leader 
and as a tenor section leader (1995).  Concurrently, Joel is also in the process of retiring from 
his 36-year position at Carnegie Library.  In addition, Joel has served 3 terms as elder and 1 
term as deacon here, was active on Building and Grounds Committee, chaired Worship and 
Music Committee, was a member of the Pastor Nominating Committee for two of our 
current pastors, helped with communion preparation for years, and was socially involved in 
the church’s bridge club and Mariners. 
 

Beth Minnigh has also been an invaluable member of the FCPC choir during this period, and 
she retired as our Assistant Organist of 12 years in December, 2009.  Beth also served several 
times on and as chair of the Music Director Search Committees, as well as participating in 
communion preparation, the church’s bridge club and Mariners.  Both Joel and Beth will 
continue to be a part of FCPC, but on a less active basis.  Our best wishes and heartfelt 
gratitude to both of them as they embark on a new phase in their lives! 

 

Music Notes 



 
Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church has had a very close relationship with the Kirkuk 
Presbyterian Church in northern Iraq. Our Mission Committee and several individuals have 
financially supported this church and many of its outreach program such as the Kirkuk 
Kindergarten and Child Care Center.  Even though 90%  of the students who come to the 
school are Muslim, the teachers are all Christian and teach that God is a God of love, peace, 
and forgiveness, and not a God of hatred and revenge. As a result many of the Muslim parents 
have inquired about Christianity, and after a period of discipling have received Christian 
baptism and become members of the church. The parents of the Kindergarten students,  both 
Christian and Muslim, now want the Kindergarten to expand into a Primary School for grades 
1-6, so that their children may continue to learn in a school with Christian values and 
nurturing.  
 

The Pastor of the Kirkuk Presbyterian Church who started the Kindergarten and other 
outreach programs to the community is the only ordained Presbyterian minister in the entire 
country of Iraq. In addition to his own church in Kirkuk, he serves other Presbyterian churches 
in Bagdad, Mosul and Basra. He has established a FM radio station which broadcast Christian 
messages, testimonials, and songs for 10 hours daily. He has started a Prison Ministry 
reaching out to prisoners who have been abandoned by family and friends. The pastor 
reassures them that in spite of what they have done wrong, God will forgive them if they 
believe in him, confess, and repent.  
 

This unique individual will be in the USA to attend the Big Tent Mission Conference in 
Indianapolis in June.  He is coming to Fox Chapel on Sunday, June 19th and will be our guest 
preacher at the 8:30 am and 10 am traditional services. Here is your chance to hear what it 
is like to be a Christian in the Middle East. How can you express your Christian faith when you 
are surrounded by people of another faith some of whom are openly hostile? Why do 
Christians continue to live in Iraq and reach out to the Muslim 
community? The Pastor of the Kirkuk Presbyterian Church 
practices his Christian faith by loving his enemies and praying 
for those who persecute him.  He actively and openly lives his 
faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

Don't miss this opportunity to hear him preach and talk with 
him at a Reception to be held in the Atrium following the 10 am 
service. A question and answer session will follow in the 
Chapel. Plan now to attend this important mission oriented 
service. 

 

Special Mission Sunday—June 19th  



 

 
 
 
 

"Even though Easter is over, we are still in the Great Fifty Days, the time in the church 
calendar between Easter and Pentecost when we continue to celebrate the Good News of 
Easter as we look forward to the coming of the Holy Spirit, promised by Christ, at 
Pentecost.  
 
For your Eastertide meditation, here is an Easter poem  written by the Rev. Canon Owen 
Vigeon, a retired Anglican priest living in Coventry, England, and sent to his friends, John 
and Wilberta Pickett as his customary original poem written for his yearly Easter card.  The 
author skillfully relates the Resurrection to the contemporary revolution in Libya." 
 

Simon of Cyrene 
 

That year I made my pilgrimage of pious celebration 
I came to keep the Passoverτour feast of liberation. 

Jerusalem then was bubbling with Christlike expectation 
The cheers they gave that Jesus man was near a coronation 

A surprise for me who has only seen 
The parts of Libya around Cyrene. 

 
He told intriguing stories of a coming judgment day 

Of folk who point blank would refuse their ruler to obey 
But who in turn were rounded up and subject to a slay 

(Which is the means which tyrants often use to get their way) 
!ƭƭ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ǇǳȊȊƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƭŘ άƘŀǎ-ōŜŜƴέ 
From the parts of Libya around Cyrene 

 
Then on the eve of Passover when paschal lambs were slain 

I heard the roaring of a crowd intent on giving pain 
L ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ DǳǾΩƴƻǊ ƻŦŦŜǊ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ ǿƻǳƴŘŜŘ YƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜƛƎƴ 

.ǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳΣ Ψƴƻǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀƴΗΩ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜŦǊŀƛƴ 
An altogether disgraceful scene 

(thought this bloke from Libya around Cyrene.) 
 
 

 

Eastertide Poem 



 
So I tailed the sad procession up the road to execution 

And wondered why a freedom cry must lead to persecution 
Till I found a sword point near my throat and a Roman allocution 

“Pick up that cross you African and make your contribution” 
A fate that I thought was quite obscene 

For a native of Libya around Cyrene. 
 

So hear I am a few weeks later soon to leave the Holy City 
I’ve changed my tune and turned around and shaken off self-pity. 

For the other morning just at nine we pilgrims were both shocked and awed 
By a wild excited dancing horde proclaiming “Jesus Christ is Lord, 

And He who died upon the cross 
Now lives as Man’s eternal Boss” 

Which somehow seemed a truth serene 
For a guy from Libya near Cyrene 

And also guys from Pontus, Cappadocia and Phrygia 
And Egypt, Parthia Asia and don’t forget Pamphylia 

AFTERTHOUGHT 
And in two thousand years from now could I but dream the scene 

Will men still yearn for liberty in Libya around Cyrene? 
 

 

Eastertide Poem (con’t.) 



            It isn't what we don't know that gives us trouble, it's what we know that ain't so.  
Will Rogers 

 

"When you dance, your purpose is not to get to a certain place 
on the floor. It's to enjoy each step along the way." 

Anon. 
  

 Jesus is walking by John the Baptist and John says,  “Behold, the Lamb of God.”   
Andrew heard this remark and quickly started to follow Jesus.  Jesus turned and asked the 
most important question any Bible student must determine, “What do you seek?” (John 1:35-
38 [NKJV])  The question has a very wide net – what, indeed, in life are we looking for?  This 
pensée will confine itself to just the Bible, but please note carefully that Jesus acted first.  God 
seeks us first, not the other way round.  If we are to read the Bible in any conscientious way, 
we must recognize that God is trying to meet us more than half-way by giving us his Word 
first.  Any other approach risks limiting the Bible to just a collection of words without an 
overriding meaning other than a compilation of ancient Near Eastern texts.  Jesus’ second 
sentence is just as apt for Bible students: “Come and see” (John 1:39 [NRSV]).  This was the 
typical opening for a rabbi to invite those interested to study the scriptures with him.  As a 
matter of interest, it can be argued that Jesus’ life was devoted to his reinterpretation of the 
scriptures, what we now call the Old Testament, by his teaching, by his healing, and by his 
life.  Jesus is presented in the New Testament, first and foremost, as a Biblical interpreter. 
 
 As with Will Rogers, most of us have preconceived notions of exactly what the Bible 
means, and many of those ideas are going to get you into trouble.  The Bible is a very 
complex book, not just because of its history or authorship, but because of its perception(s) 
by believers.  It is, at once, a collection of stories, myths, poems and pronouncements from 
the ancient Near East in which have been invested certain beliefs, customs, laws or practices 
by faithful believers of differing religions.  At the same time, it is extra-historical by claiming 
spiritual, ethical and doctrinal responses from the believer which are timeless and 
changeless.  It is this wandering between these two poles that demands that it all make 
sense.  That is precisely why a serious study of the Bible should be undertaken that could last 
a lifetime. 
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 The Bible is not a treasure trove of answers that one runs to when confronted with a 
moral or ethical problem.  It is a collection of questions that only devoted study can begin to 
unravel.  As an example: does it damage your basic beliefs about the resurrection of Jesus that 
none of the gospels has the same story?  For some, perhaps it would.  For most of us, the 
overriding principle is that Jesus conquers death, lives and brings hope eternal for all 
Christians.  In this example, we are driven between the two poles of “historical” accuracy and 
theological interpretation, which is precisely what got the good Reverend Doctor Charles 
Augustus Briggs into so much trouble with his Presbytery.  I’ll say more about his case in a 
later piece (or you can Google him; it’s a fascinating read).   
 

The Bible is a source for artistic inspiration and creation.  Just as we are inspired by a 
work of artistic beauty, so can we be “breathed upon” in our study of the Bible.  It is an 
eminent well-spring for questions about our shared faith, and in the creation of the questions 
we begin the process of creating the art of reading the Bible. 

 
 Enjoy the dance you’re in when you begin your Bible study for that’s what it is all 
about – the pleasure of discovering anew your faith.  But it certainly takes two to tango.  Your 
effort at serious Bible study can be greatly enhanced if you do it within a group, even as small 
as two.  The interplay within the group is the essential piece of your artistic endeavor, your 
ability to proclaim your faith. 
 
 Keep well, my friends.  Pray often. 
   Bill Martin 
 
Addendum:  “God’s word is spoken to his church today where the Scriptures are faithfully 
preached and attentively read in dependence on the illumination of the Holy Spirit and with 
readiness to receive their truth and direction.” 
     The Confession of 1967, part I, Section C, #2                                         
   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pentecost started as a Jewish festival commemorating God’s giving the Law to the 
Israelites 50 days after they escaped from slavery in Egypt. 
 
Just days after the risen Jesus ascended to heaven, his (Jewish) disciples gathered in 
Jerusalem to celebrate Pentecost. But God transformed the occasion by giving them the 
Holy Spirit, as he’d promised. The disciples saw something like flames among and on 
them, heard a rushing wind and began speaking in many languages. The pilgrims in 
Jerusalem heard about Jesus in their native tongues (see Acts 2:1-12). 
 

In Christian churches, Pentecost was once as important as Christmas 
and Easter. Today, congregations still observe it in special ways, using 
the color red to symbolize the Holy Spirit’s power. Worship services 
sometimes include hymns, prayers and Scriptures in various tongues. 
To simulate the original Pentecost experience, congregations may say 
the Lord’s Prayer in several languages at once. 
 

 

 

Finances  

FCPC YTD FINANCIAL UPDATE 
     
     

Budgeted Contributions as of April 30, 2011  383,128 
     

Actual Contributions as of April 30, 2011  348,146 
     

Contribution Shortfall    34,982 
     

 

The Power of Pentecost 



 

                  
                        
 

 
 
 
 

 

Church Humor 

Some people are kind, 
polite, and sweet-spirited 
until you try to sit in 
their pews. 
 

A little girl became restless 
as the preacher’s sermon 
dragged on and on.  
 

Finally, she leaned over to 
her mother and whispered, 
“Mommy, if we give him 
the money now, will he let 
us go? 



 

 



 

Coming in July 

Peace is the deliberate adjustment of life to the will of God. 

Monday, July 4, 2011  -   Happy 4th of July  -  Office closed 
 
Sunday, July 10, 2011  -  Lemonade on the Lawn  -  following the 10 a.m. 
services 



STAFF  
 

Ministry and Program  
Senior  Pastor, Christopher Taylor, taylorc@fcpc.us 

Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care, Joan S. Hogge, hoggej@fcpc.us 
Associate Pastor of Congregational Care, R. Lee Nichols, Jr., nicholsl@fcpc.us 

Associate Pastor of Family Ministries, Cathie Smith, smithc@fcpc.us 
Director of Educational Ministries, Delinda Donovan, donovand@fcpc.us 

Student Ministries Coordinator , Becca Rowland, rowlandb@fcpc.us 
Finance Administrator, Cilla Bamford, bamfordc@fcpc.us 

Director of Preschool, Ellen Schall, schalle@fcpc.us 
Director of Music Ministries and Organist, David Billings, billingsd@fcpc.us 

Chancel Choir Director, Guy Russo, russog@fcpc.us 
H20 Worship Leader, Rob Krogh 
Organist Emeritus, Don Wilkins 

Director of Children’s Choir, Carol Young 
 

Administration Team Staff  
Admin. Asst. of Communications & for Deacons, Ruby J. Ralicki, ralickir@fcpc.us 

Admin. Asst. to the Associates, Malvene Arvay, arvaym@fcpc.us 
Admin. Asst. for the Pastor, Penny Young, youngp@fcpc.us 

Admin. Asst. for Education, Nichelle Nelson, nelsonn@fcpc.us 
Properties Support Staff  

Maintenance Manager, Wayne Dailey, daileyw@fcpc.us 
Facilities Supervisor, George Glassburn, caretakers@fcpc.us 

Caretakers, Mike Hails and Alvin Peoples 
 

THE SESSION  
Class of 2011  

Jeff Au, Karen Connor, Christy Farrell, John Musgrave, Judy Spray,  
Amanda Thiessen, Jim Wallisch, Linda Wash, Bob Wilson 

Class of 2012  
Judy Albert, Beau Beard, Debbie Burke, Mary Harrison, Howard Havlicsek,  

Alice Lloyd, Brian Miller, Kim Power, Bob Ziringer 
Class of 2013  

Bob Ball, Emy Boag, Larry Brown, Susan Follansbee, Jill Millard, David Patterson,  
Charles Skinner, Janet Ummer, David Work 

 

THE BOARD OF DEACONS  
Class of 2011  

Susan Bartlett, Kim Bartolacci, Charlie Burke, Doris Calian, Marijo Crowe, Margot Johnjulio,  
Sarah Jones, Ann McGhee, Tracey Mulert, Bryan Norman, Diane Tung 

Class of 2012  
Molly Childs, Laura Dawson, Susan Eshleman, Jeni Kondis, Lynn MacBeth, Kathy Marsico,  

Shelly Marcussen, Laurel Schultz, Sue Sterrett, Tom Walker, Ivor Wood 
Class of 2013  

Astrid Bitzer, Sandy Clements, Paul Hopper, Amanda Jaskey, Beth Lockwood, Erica McIlroy,  
Loraine Murphey, Jill Rowland, Jeff Schmutz, Charles Sliger, Carol Squires, Amy Szlachetka 
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