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Sunday, October 2, New Member Class, 11:15 a.m., Library 
 

Sunday, October 16, Consecration Lunch, 11 a.m.—12:30 p.m.,  Fellowship Hall 
 

Thursday, October 6, 13, 20 & 27, Prayers and Squares, 9 a.m.—noon,  
Seminar Room (F-310) 

 
Saturday, October 21 - 23, All Church Retreat, offsite 

 
Saturday, October 29, An Evening of Contemporary Christian Praise:  

H20 Band and Friends, 7 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
 

 

Coming in October 

Articles due by noon 
Monday, October 17, 2011  

for the November newsletter  
to Ruby Ralicki. 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

October Worship Schedule 

8:30 am   Childcare (Birth to Kindergarten)   107 
   Childcare for worship and education volunteer children. 
 

9:00-9:45 am  Children’s Choir      208 
   (Kindergarten to Grade 5) 
          
10:00 am  Traditional Worship    Sanctuary 
   Contemporary “H20” Worship   Fellowship Hall 
    Childcare (Birth to 2)   107 
 

    Children’s Classes  
   Children attend worship with their parents and then are dismissed to 
    go to their classes. Age 3-K are signed into class by a parent -  
   Grades 1-5 follow their shepherd to the Children’s Wing Rotunda. 
           Ages 3 to Kindergarten   236/238 
           Grades 1-5                 204, 206, 208 & 233
      

11:15 am  Education Hour 
   Childcare (Birth to age 2)    107 
   Going Deeper with God  (Ages 3-K)  236/238 
   Creation Station (Grades 1-5)   233 
   Pre-Confirmation (Grades 6)   306 
   Pre-Confirmation (Grades 7)   302/304 
   Pre-Confirmation (Grades 8)   301/303 
   Special Speaker Series (Adult)   Chapel 
   Café Devotions      Fellowship Hall 
   Discipleship Training    Library 

Worship Schedule 

 

October 2nd—10:00 a.m.—Traditional—The Rev. Dr. Edwin van Driel— 
  Communion—Sanctuary 
October 2nd—10:00 a.m.—H20—Chris Taylor—Communion—Fellowship Hall 
October 9th—10:00 a.m.—Traditional—Chris Taylor 
October 9th—10:00 a.m.—H20—The Rev. Dr. Edwin van Driel—Fellowship Hall 
October 16th—10 a.m.—ONE SERVICE—John Guest—Sanctuary 
October 23rd—10:00 a.m.—ONE SERVICE—Lee Nichols—Sanctuary 
October 30th—10:00 a.m.—Traditional—Chris Taylor—Sanctuary 
October 30th—10 a.m.—H20—Cathie Smith—Fellowship Hall 



 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 As I write, the final touches are being applied to the various renovations here.  We’ve 
had our first service in the refurbished Fellowship Hall.  The youth have made their move into 
the old social hall underneath the Chapel, and the new bathrooms have opened up off of the 
Red Tile Area.  Along with everything else, we’ve also created a new office for our youth 
ministry staff along with a space for Ruby Ralicki who will be there to greet those coming into 
our office area.   

I’m thrilled with the improvements, and those who’ve spoken to me seem very 
happy, as well.  Thank you to all who contributed to this effort.  Needless to say, the financial 
support of so many of you was instrumental to the success of this project.  Thanks, too, to the 
members of our Implementation Team and especially Bob Wilson who did such a great job 
chairing that group, and Jon Sweringen who served as the team’s liaison with our 
contractors.   

Wayne Daily did a superb job working with CMI and all the various crews who came 
in.  He kept the rest of us informed with each step along the way.  Cathie Smith and Delinda 
Donovan were an enormous help; planning and coordinating the movement of all the 
furnishings both in and out of the different classrooms that were impacted.  The Buildings 
and Grounds Committee played a key part, as well.  It was that committee which identified 
the need for a significantly larger pipe into the church for our water service, and developed 
the plan. 

Finally, a special thanks to all our staff who put up with the noise, the chaos and the 
dust of the renovations through this past summer.  Both our staff and congregation showed 
great flexibility and understanding in making the adjustments to our life together as the 
project moved forward. 

What a delight it is to see the finished work!  Again, many thanks to all of you for your 
support of this project.  May our gracious God bless it and use it, and continue to use all of us 
to His glory in the years to come. 

     Warmly, 

 

Pastor’s Thoughts 
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Twice a year a group of volunteers 
assembles a box of snacks, 
devotionals and other fun things to 
stay connected with our youth. This 
fall, packages will be mailed early in 
early November. If you have a son, 
daughter or grandchild whom you 
would like to have receive a package, 
please email their name and address 
to lthier@cstone-ltd.com.  
 
We need both monetary donations 
to defray costs and packing 
volunteers! Donations can be sent to 
the church office (please note 
“college care”) If you are interested 
in helping to pack the boxes, please 
email lthier@cstone-ltd.com or call 
Linda Thier at  412-781-8320. 

  Babies 
 

Jesus said, “Let the  little 
children come to me, and 
do not stop them; for it is 
to such as these that the 
kingdom of heaven 
belongs.” -  Matthew 19:14 
 

We want to join in celebration of the 
birth of Abigail Blythe Lisbeth 

Maddux,  on July 29, 2011, 
granddaughter of Bill and  Emy 
Boag,  Greta Harper Boers,  on July 
29, 2011, granddaughter of Nancy 
Speer, Lawrence Samuel (Sam) 
Hoffheimer, IV, on September 7, 
2011, grandson of Allen and Joan 
Hogge. 
 

 

News from  
the Pews 

College Care  
Packages 

mailto:lthier@cstone-ltd.com


 
On October 2 (World Communion Sunday) and 9, conjunction with our strategic planning 

process, the Rev. Dr. Edwin van Driel, Assistant Professor of Theology at Pittsburgh Seminary, 
will preach to us and speak afterwards on topics relevant to  our “Year of Discovery”: 

How should we imagine how our church could look like two, five, ten years from now? We 
are embarking on a year of discovery discerning God’s mission for Fox Chapel Presbyterian 
Church. But it is not always easy to hear God’s voice; partly, because God might be calling us 
to things that are beyond what we even think of right now. What you cannot imagine God to 
be saying, will be hard to discern. 

The goal of this short series of sermons and adult education sessions is to help us to enrich 
our (theological) imagination. Dr. van Driel intends to give us new concepts to work with and 
new visions to see: here are some fresh ways to think about what we are as a church and how 
God may want to use us as living signs of the good news of Jesus Christ. 

 

October 2: 

Sermon, traditional service:  “The Church: Celebrating the Messianic Feast” 
(Luke 22:14-23) 

Adult education:  What Your Church Is 

October 9: 

Sermon, contemporary service: “The Church: Turning the World Upside Down” 
(Acts 17: 1-9) 

Adult education:  What Your Church Could Be 
 

Recommended reading: 
Stanley Hauerwas and William H. Willimon, Resident Aliens: Life in the Christian Colony 
(Abingdon Press, 1989) 
N.T. Wright, Surprised by Hope: Rethinking Heaven, the Resurrection, and the Mission of the 

Church (HarperOne, 2008) 
 

Coming October 30, November 6 and 13:  “The New Atheists:  What Are They Saying, and Why 
Should We Listen?” with Jim Davison, Director of Continuing Education, Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary 

     — Charles Skinner, Adult Education Chair 

Future of the Church:   
Enriching Our Imagination 



 

On October 22, 2011 church member Brady Fowler and long time friend 
David Short will race in the Audi Best Buddies Cycling Challenge located 
in Washington, D.C. Best Buddies is a non-profit organization dedicated 
to helping people with intellectual disabilities form friendships and find 
jobs in their community.  
 
We believe that the activities of the Best Buddies organization truly 
foster positive change in our community and plan to continue our support through this 
October's 100 kilometer charity ride. Our team (named: Lords of the Chainrings) has set a 
lofty fundraising goal of $2000. Any donations you can give will ensure Best Buddies 
continues to provide critical services and job integration for people with intellectual 
disabilities. (Note: your donation is tax deductible!)  
 
If you choose to join us by donating, please visit the fundraising page: 
 http://www.dcchallenge2011.org/faf/donorReg/donorPledge.asp?
ievent=445945&lis=1&kntae445945=2AEC04BD273047EEA2F7DE90EC7E4639&supId=33
6233865 
 
 
 

 

Audi Best Buddies Cycling Challenge  

The Stitch in Time Group 
 
Has focused on prayer shawl ministries as there is a constant need for 
them. If you knit or crochet, please join us. If you just have a 
handmade project and want to do it with company, join us from 
1-3 p.m. every Monday in the Library. Just come or call Rachel 
Siviter at 412-963-8201. 

http://www.dcchallenge2011.org/faf/donorReg/donorPledge.asp?ievent=445945&lis=1&kntae445945=2AEC04BD273047EEA2F7DE90EC7E4639&supId=336233865
http://www.dcchallenge2011.org/faf/donorReg/donorPledge.asp?ievent=445945&lis=1&kntae445945=2AEC04BD273047EEA2F7DE90EC7E4639&supId=336233865
http://www.dcchallenge2011.org/faf/donorReg/donorPledge.asp?ievent=445945&lis=1&kntae445945=2AEC04BD273047EEA2F7DE90EC7E4639&supId=336233865


Thank you to all who stopped by during the Mission Fair to talk to special guests Myrna Zelenitz and 
Phil Hallen. Myrna is Executive Director of East End Cooperative Ministry, and Phil is Vice President 
of the Board of Directors. They report excellent progress in the capital campaign to build our new 
Community House in the East End. The possessive our is used intentionally here, since your Mission 
Committee has made a significant pledge in fulfillment of our obligation to support EECM as a 
member congregation, and this will be a mission for all of us who live in the area, with consolidated 
housing, nutrition, and educational services for our near neighbors. Watch for an announcement 
soon of our groundbreaking!  
 

If you have not already seen it, check your mailbox for the latest issue of Shady Ave for a cover 
story on the future of East Liberty and the role of EECM’s Community Center in a redeveloped East 
End. Page 34 contains an architect’s rendering of this beautiful Leed certified building. 
In the meantime, EECM needs your help for current operations! Check out these opportunities: 
 

Tuesday, October 4, 2011, Pittsburgh Foundation Day of Giving 
From 12 am to 11:59 pm, any donation made through pittsburghgives.org to EECM will receive a 
portion of the $500,000 matching pool. Last year’s match was 20%. This means a donation of $100 
became $120 for EECM.  
 

Sunday, October 9, 2011, Pittsburgh East CROP Hunger Walk 
CROP Hunger Walks help to support Church World Service’s grassroots, hunger-fighting 
development efforts in our community and around the world. 25% of the money raised will go  
to local hunger programs, including EECM. Contact Beth Simon at simon.mbs@gmail.com or  
412-953-6620. 
 

Thursday, October 27, 2011, Casbah Benefit Dinner for EECM 
Casbah Mediterranean Kitchen & Wine Bar at 229 South Highland in Shadyside creates a special 
menu for this event and then donates the food, wine and staff. All the money raised from the dinner 
goes directly to EECM! Seating is limited. Your spot can be reserved for $125 at eecm.org or by 
contacting Tim Brown at timb@eecm.or or 412-361-5549. 
 

To ask a question or to volunteer, contact Kitty Skinner, 412-406-7304 or skinner.kc@gmail.com.  

 



Maddy Mulert  
 

Thanks to Maddy’s hard work and dedication, the 2nd Annual Helping Hands-Healing 
Hearts Fall 5K went off without a hitch!  Beginning early this spring, Maddy, a senior at 
Fox Chapel High School, put together all the necessary pieces to set the Fall 5K in 
motion.  She was assisted by the Helping Hands-Healing Hearts team of volunteers, but 

this race happened because of the effort put forth by Maddy.   
 

The event is vital to Helping Hands-Healing Hearts as it helps to 
support our operating budget.  This, in turn, allows us to support 
families and health care professionals in southwestern 
Pennsylvania to provide the best possible quality of life for very ill 
children and their families through information, education and 
volunteerism. 

 

 

 

It is with heartfelt gratitude that we say thanks to  

Helping Hands-Healing Hearts Hero:   

Maddy Mulert 

 

Looking for a way to put your time and talent to work? 

Join a Helping Hands-Healing Heart Volunteer Team! 
 

Contact Betsy Hawley at helpinghands@fcpc.us or 412-963-8243  

 
 

Helping Hands - Healing Hearts 

mailto:helpinghands@fcpc.us


 
       

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
       

Is MOPS for you? 
If you are a mom who… 

is pregnant or has a child 

newborn thru elementary… 

desires to make new friends... 

wants to share the challenges and joys of 

motherhood... 

is looking for opportunities for personal 

growth through trusted Resources... 

enjoys giving back to the community... 

 

...Then YES! MOPS is for you! 

What about Childcare? 
MOPPETS is a fun and loving FREE child-care 

program designed to provide a safe place 

with dependable caregivers. (Infants are 

welcome to stay with mom.) There’s playtime, 

Bible stories, singing, crafts, games and 

snacks! MOPPETS is more than just  

“childcare” – it’s a program your 

children enjoy, so you can enjoy  

MOPS!!! 

God doesn’t want us to be 
shy with his gifts, but bold 
and loving and sensible.  

2 Timothy 1:7 

How do I sign up?  
Registration for the  
2011-2012 MOPS year is  
now open!  
If you or any other mom  
you know would like to join  
our group, please call or  
email: Kim Haytock  
412-828-5681 or 
fcpcmops@gmail.com 

When do we meet? 
We meet the 2nd and 4th Tuesday 9-11am 

downstairs in the youth wing at  

Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church  

348 Fox Chapel Rd 15238  

Please Join Us. 



 
 

Introducing…  Faith at Home: Building Blocks  
A series of workshops, programs and celebrations that:  

celebrate important steps in the spiritual development of children and youth;  

provide resources and encouragement for parents and grandparents to nurture spirituality at home; 

walk with children and youth and their families as they reach milestones in the life of the church  

family.  

Building Blocks Coming in October… 

Join Us In Worship to Celebrate These Important Building Blocks!! 
 

Beginning in Worship (1st graders and their parents)  

Celebration in Worship: Sunday, 10/2 10:00 am 
 

Communion Workshop (2nd-5th graders and their parents)  

Celebration in Worship: Sunday, 10/2 
 

Pre-Confirmation (6th-8th grade) and Confirmation (9th grade)   

Celebration in Worship: Sunday, 10/9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All Church Retreat: This   

weekend getaway is a time set 
apart for rest and renewal,    

spiritual growth, and times for 
fun and fellowship with your 

family and church family.      
October 21 -23, 2011 (day 

away option for Saturday only) 
at Camp  Allegheny.   

 
Registration information is 
available in the welcome   

centers and on the church 
website.   

MOPS  
(Mothers of Preschoolers) is a 
small group ministry that reaches 
out to mothers of young children 
from our church and community.  

This group provides a much   
needed break, support and       

encouragement for these women.  
A key support for these moms is a 

MOPS mentor.  This is an         
experienced mom who joins the 

meetings to give advice, care, and     
encouragement to the mothers in 
the group.  We are in need of one 

or two experienced moms who 
could give a little time each month 
to meet with the MOPS group by 
serving as MOPS mentors this 
year.  If you would like to know 

more about this great way to serve, 
contact  Delinda—

donovand@fcpc.us or             
Cathie—smithc@fcpc.us  

MOPS Meets on the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesday of Every Month from    

9-11 am in Room 301/303.  

 

 

Women of Faith Conference:  
Imagine what it would be like if 
the God who created us were 

willing and able to provide 
exactly what we need.  Why 
would God do that? Because 

God loves you!  Image that.  For 
two days through real life stories, 

music, drama, and laughter—
we’ll explore what that could 

mean to you.  October 7 -8, 2011 
at the Consol Energy Center.  
We have 25 seats reserved, 

claim yours now!  Ticket Price is 
$85. Contact Cathie Smith or 

visit http://
www.womenoffaith.com/

events/2011-events/pittsburgh   

for more info.   



  

8:30 a.m. ï12:15 p.m.                        Childcare                               Room A107  
                                             8:30 a.m. - Birth to Kindergarten 
                                               10:00 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.  Birth to 36 months  
 

 9:00ð9:45 a.m.                            Childrenôs Choir                         Room 208  
                                                                         Grades K-5 
 

10:00 ï11:00 a.m.                Contemporary or Traditional Worship  
 

Children worship with their parent(s) for 20 minutes and then go to their classes.  Age 3 to K are 
signed into class by a parent and Grades 1-5 follow their shepherd to their classes.  
 

 

                                                             10:20 a.m. -11:15 a.m.                                 
                                                              Ages 3 to K                                    Rooms 236/238  
                                                     Children & Worship/Celebrate 

Oct. 2nd -Communiton Prep. Celebration   Oct. 16th -Consecration Sunday  

      Worship Theme Study Activities       Movie 

Oct. 9th -Jesus Blesses the Children   Oct.23rd -All Church Retreat  

       Mark 10:13-14,16       Lectionary/Study Activity 

   Oct.30th ï The Treasure  
       Matthew 14:13-44 
  

                                                                 Grades 1 -5                  Rooms 204, 206, 208 & 233  
                                              Springs of Living Water Rotation Model 

Oct. 2nd -Communion Prep. Celebration   Oct.16th & 23rd ïConsecration Sunday  
      Stay in Worship        and All Church Retreat –Stay in Worship 

Oct.9th -Workers in the Vineyard   Oct. 30th -Parable of the Talents  
       Matthew 20:1-16                                                               Matthew 25:14-30 &Third Grade Bible  
   

11:15 a.m.ð12:15 p.m.                          

Education Hour  
 

Please note:  During this Education Hour  there are opportunities for ALL ages.  Age 3-K 
children stay in their classroom and Grades 1-5 are taken to Creation Station (room 233) if 
not picked up by 11:15 a.m. from their rotation station. 
 

               Childcare (Birth to 36 Months)     Room 107                         
                            Going Deeper with God (Age 3-K)          Room 236/238  
                            Creation Station (Grades 1-5)                 Room233  
 

    October 30, 2011 ðThird Grade Bibles   
9:00 a.m. Breakfast and Preparation for Bible Presentation with Parents (Chapel) 

10:00 a.m. Presentation by Parents in Worship 
10:30 a.m. Special Bible class for 3

rd
/4

th
 Graders with Amy Teele 

Children’s Ministries 
Sunday Morning Opportunities 



Student Ministry Leaders  
Becca Rowland  

Coordinator of Student Ministries 
Email: rowlandb@fcpc.us 

Cell: 412-877-1514 
 

Eric Thiessen  
Assistant for Student Ministries 

Email: thiessene@fcpc.us 
 

Cell: 412-726-5186 
 

Nichelle Nelson  
Admin. Assistant for Family Ministries 

nelsonn@fcpc.us or 412-963-8243,ext.26 
 

 

Student Ministries  - What’s Happening in October!!!! 
No Education Classes or High School Youth Group—October 23rd!! 

Middle School Sunday Morning Opts.  
11:15 am-12:00 noon  

Pre-Confirmation  
(Grade 6) - Old Testament   
Room 306  
 

(Grade 7) - New Testament  & the life and work of 
Jesus Christ                          
Room  302/304 
 

(Grade 8) - Beliefs and Practices of the Church             
Room 301/303  

High School Sunday Morning 
Opts.  

11:15 am-12:00 noon  
Café Devotions is a relaxed time of              
conversation and exploration.  High 

school  students are invited to grab a second or 
third cup of coffee, gather at tables or on   

couches with friends and caring leaders to dig 
deeper into the scripture or topic from worship or    

whatever is on your mind.  

 
 

Youth Groups!  
 
 

 
Middle School Youth Group:  

Wednesday Evenings  
7:00-8:30 pm           Grades 6 -8           

Room 231 
 

High School Youth Group:  
Sunday Evenings  

7:00-8:30 pm           Grades 9 -12          
Room 231 

           Youth Trips! 
          SAVE THE DATE 

 

          Middle School Laurelville               
                   Weekend: November 4 -6 

 
High School Laurelville Retreat  

Weekend: December 2 -4 

9th Grade Confirmation  
 

October 2nd, 9th, 16th —Class 
                  4:30-6:30 pm in Room 301/303 

          October 9th ï Recognition in Worship 
                           10:00 am 
                 October 30th -Class 
            4:30-6:30 pm in Room 301/303  



        Special Speakers Series  
    Room: Chapel   

 

October 2nd and 9th                  
ñThe Future of the Church: Enriching Our Imaginationò  

with Rev. Dr. Edwin Chr. Van Driel 
 

October 16th and 23rd                
No Class 

 

October 30th, November 6 & 13  
ñThe New Atheists: What Are They Saying, and Why Should We Listen?ò 

                      with Jim Davison   
 

October 2nd (What Your Church Is) & October 9th (What Your Church Could Be)  
Leader: Rev. Dr. Edwin Chr. Van Driel  
We are embarking on a year of discovery discerning God’s mission for FCPC.  But it is 
not always easy to hear God’s voice; partly because God might be calling us to things 
that are beyond what we even think of right now.  What you cannot imagine God to be 
saying, will be hard to discern.   
 

October 30th (Who Are the ñNew Atheists and What Do They Say?ò), November 
6th (How Can We Respond to the Claims of the ñNew Atheistsò?), & November 
13th (What Should We Learn from the New Atheistsò?) 
Leader: Jim Davison 
You may have heard of the New Atheists.  Led by Richard Dawkins and Sam Harris, 
they are popular on the lecture circuit, in media outlets, and on the internet.  They 
attack religions relentlessly, claiming that faith is a serious danger to the modern world 
and that all religions should be relegated to the trash bin of history.  In these three 
sessions, we will look at their claims and ask questions like, “Why should we pay 
attention to them?” and “How can we respond graciously to their sometimes uncivil 
criticisms?” 

Café Devotions  
Room: Fellowship Hall  

October 2nd, 9th, and 30th  
Café Devotions is a relaxed time of conversation and exploration.  Adults and High school 

students are invited to grab a second or third cup of coffee, gather at tables or on couches with 
friends and caring leaders to dig deeper into the scripture or topic from worship or whatever is 

on your mind.  

Adult Ministries 
Sunday Morning Opportunities  
11:15 a.m.  



 

Discipleship Training  
ñInquirerôs Classò 

Room: Library  
October 2nd and 9th  

Whether you are inquiring about our beliefs & church or planning on becoming a member, these 
sessions are for YOU! Everyone is welcome to come and explore how God is leading us!       

 
 Birth - K:     Childcare     Room:    107 
 

 Grades 1 -5:  How Great Thou Art  ï   Room:    233 
 

 Grades 6 -8:  Middle School Small Groups   Rooms:  231 &  
                     Fellowship Hall 

     Senior High and Adult Classes:  
 

  Financial Peace   (Cancelled due to lack of applications) 
 Coordinator: John Culbertson, 412-963-1207.  Please call John to sign up for  
 the winter course or go to daveramsey.com for details.   
    Beth Moore Bible Study  (Sept.7– Nov.16)   Room:  Lounge 

 ñHere and Now...There and Thenò 
 Leader:  Semone Ugbomah 
 An 11 week lecture series on the book of Revelation.  Beth presents many points of view, 
 allowing women to decide for themselves when the interpretation varies among scholars.   
 She teaches that God is as specific about what He does reveal as He is about what He  
 does not reveal.                

Introducing!!! Journal Making and the Right Brain Experience  
October 19, 26, November 2,9,16 and 30  

5:30-7:30 pm in the Library  
Leader: Sandy Brown  

Sandy Brown  received an M.F.A. from the University of Pittsburgh in 1990, and taught writing for 
fifteen years.  She has published short fiction, poetry, and feminist criticism.  

This class requires only that you bring pen and paper with you, and a willingness to write on the 
spot.  The study leader takes it as her responsibility to stir you to find what you would most like to 

write about (you may not know, but it’s there), and to encourage you to keep a journal   
(notebook, diary).                          

Adult Ministries 
Sunday Morning Opportunities 
11:15 a.m. Continued   

 

Wednesday Nite Live          
FALL SESSION: September 7-November 16 

7:00-8:30 p.m. 



 

Itôs Coming  
10/16/11 
 
Consecration Sunday Is Coming!  
 
Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a biblical 
perspective do not view the money Christians give to their church merely 
as a way to pay its bills.  
 
Rather, such congregations see financial contributions as a way to help 
people grow spiritually in their relationship with God by supporting their 
church’s mission and ministry with a percentage of their incomes. 
 
Our congregation’s finance committee has selected the New Consecration 
Sunday Stewardship Program as a way to teach the biblical and spiritual 
principles of generous giving in our stewardship education emphasis. 
 

New Consecration Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy of 
the need of the giver to give for his or her own spiritual 
development, rather than on the need of the church to 
receive.  

 
Instead of treating people like members of a social club who 

should pay dues, we will treat people like followers of Jesus 
Christ who want to give unselfishly as an act of discipleship.  

 
New Consecration Sunday encourages people toward 

proportionate and systematic giving in response to the 
question, “What percentage of my income is God calling me 
to give?”  

 



 
 
 

During morning worship on Consecration Sunday, we are asking our 
attendees and members to make their financial commitments to our 
church’s missionary, benevolent, and educational ministries in this 
community and around the world. 
 
Every attendee and member who completes an Estimate of Giving 
Card does so voluntarily by attending morning worship on 
Consecration Sunday. We urge people to attend who feel strongly 
opposed to completing a card. The procedure is done in such a way 
that no one feels personal embarrassment if he or she chooses not to 
fill out a card. 
 
During morning worship our guest leader will conduct a brief period of 
instruction and inspiration, climaxed by members making their 
commitments as a confidential act of worship.  
 
We will encourage participation in Consecration Sunday events 
through the Consecration Sunday team and governing board 
members.  
 
We will make every effort to inform, inspire, and commit everyone to 
attend Consecration Sunday worship. 
 
Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in Consecration 
Sunday events. 
 

 
 
 

 

Bob Ziringer 
Chairman of Stewardship Committee 



 
 
 
 
 

 
The 2011-2012 preschool year is underway! Staff completed 4 intensive 
days of in-service, including Red Cross First Aid/CPR; Mandatory Child 
Abuse Training, and Fire Safety Training. Preschool classrooms look 
beautiful and inviting for our 92 families who started on September 6! 

Thanks to the hard work and inspiration of Kaylee Platt, preschool halls 
are colorful, engaging, and imaginative. We welcome all to Fox Chapel 

Presbyterian Preschool! 

 

                    Preschool 

 

October Dates To Note:  
 

Wed., October 26– Halloween 
 Parade 

 
Thursday, October 27– Staff  

In-Service 12:00 noon-2:00 pm. 
Preschool closes at 11:30 am. 

 
Friday, October 28– Cider/Cookie 

Family Social 
7:00 pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

October Themes:   
 

Moses 
 

Chapel Bible Story: Burning 
Bush (Exodus 3:1-12) 

 
Fruit of the Spirit:  

Self-Control 
Colors: Orange and Black 

 
Letters: P,D,R 

 
Shapes:  

Web, Oval, Lines 



 
  
  
Priscilla Circle has just embarked on a year long study, Confessing the 
Beatitudes,  the official Presbyterian Women's national HORIZONS 
Bible Study, written by Rev. Margaret Aymer, ordained minister of 
Word and Sacraments, PCUSA, and chair of Biblical Studies at International 
Theological Center in Atlanta, GA. 
  

Didja' know this about the Beatitudes? 
 

- The original text did not use the word "blessed."  It used "honored." 
- "Honor" and "shame" were the prime values in the tribes of the Bible, just as they are 
in the Middle East tribes today. 
- They are to be confessed, but which of the two meanings of confession? 
- Matthew's and Luke's versions of the Beatitudes are different.  How? Why? 
  
If these snippets of the Gospels tweak your interest, why not make a trial visit to 
Priscilla Circle in October and engage with our outstanding Bible teacher, Kitty 
Skinner. 
  
Where: Longwood at Oakmont, Oakmont Room behind formal dining room 
When:  Tuesday, October 18, 2011 
What time: 9:45 a.m. 
Lunch in Grille: afterwards (optional, but enjoyable)  
Get Study Book: $8; from Ruby (Church office); or Mary Harrison (Longwood) 
Carpools: from church; call Jean LaMond, 412-963-7570 
Mission projects include East End Cooperative Mission in East Liberty, 
Fellowship of the Least Coin, Christmas gifts for needy, staff luncheon in May 
Questions? call circle leader, Wilberta Pickett, 412-826-4797  

 

Priscilla Circle 



  
 

A Special Welcome to Our New Bass Soloist/Section Leader 
  

We welcome Zachary Wood as our new bass soloist/section-leader in the Chancel Choir!  A 
2010 graduate of Slippery Rock University in voice, Zachary had been a Choral Scholar at 
Trinity Cathedral downtown from 2006-2011, and he has been a Chorus Member of the 
Pittsburgh Opera Company since 2009.  He has already been featured in our worship service 
a few times this summer; however, his tenure officially begins on September 1st.   Zachary is 
currently living in Oakmont, and some of you may also recognize him as he has been a 
lifeguard at the Fox Chapel Golf Club this summer. We look forward to Zachary’s presence 
with us at FCPC! 
 
 

Mark your calendars:  Rob Krogh and the H2O band will perform at House of 

Manna on Friday, November 11, at 7 p.m.  Many church members have expressed a desire to 
attend.  We will meet in the church parking lot and go over together.  Later there will be the 
ability to sign up to bring food.  We will serve a meal at the beginning of the service.  For 
further information you can contact Sue Sterrett at ssterrett@chatham.edu. 
 

 

Tennis Shoe Recycling 

Help us to put your old tennis shoes to good use. The Fox 
Chapel Garden Club and the Girl Scouts have a box in the Red 
Tile Area for old tennis shoes. The deadline for dropping-off is 
October 31.  
 
Each year the number of shoes has grown. Your old shoes help 
build tennis courts, basketball courts, playgrounds and so much 
more. 

 

Music Notes 
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FCPC Special Musical  
Events Series 

 

Special Musical Events Series at FCPC 
 

Please Join Us and Bring a Guest! 
 

Sundays at 9:45 a.m. before the 10 a.m.  

Traditional Worship for 2011-2012: 
 

October 30 (Reformation Sunday)—Pittsburgh Ceremonial Brass 

November 20 (Christ the King/Thanksgiving)—Pittsburgh Ceremonial Brass 

December 11 (Advent III)—Pittsburgh Baroque Ensemble 

December 18 (Advent IV)—Annual Service Of Nine Lessons and Carols with The 
West Virginia Brass Quintet 

January 1—Moravian Love Feast in Fellowship Hall 

April 8th (Easter) at 8:30 and 11 a.m.—Easter with The West Virginia Brass 
Quintet 

Special Musical Events Series for 2011-2012: 
 

Saturday, October 29th at 7 p.m.—“An Evening of Contemporary Christian Praise: 
H20 Band and Friends”  

Saturday, November 12 at 7:30 p.m.—“Organ Plus” Concert, David Billings, 
organ, with Michelle Regan, flute and Paige Riggs, ‘cello 

Saturday, December 3 at 8 p.m.—Pittsburgh Concert Chorale Christmas Concert 

Saturday, February 18 at 7:30 p.m.—University of Pittsburgh Men’s Glee Club 
Concert 

Sunday, March 4 at 4 p.m.—Pittsburgh Concert Chorale Concert 

Saturday, April 21 at 7:30 p.m.: 29th Annual Sponsorship Concert with The 
Academy Chamber Orchestra 

Saturday, May 5 at 8 p.m.—Pittsburgh Concert Chorale Pops Concert 



The Friday Book Group has chosen the highly controversial "Love Wins:  Heaven, Hell and 
the Fate of Every Person Whoever Lived" by Rob Bell as the first book we will read and 
discuss for Fall, 2011.   
 

Eugene Peterson, well known author of The Message:  The Bible in Contemporary 
Language,  endorsed the book with the following words: 
 

“In the current religious climate in America, it isn’t easy to develop an imagination, a 
thoroughly biblical imagination, that takes in the comprehensive and eternal work of 
Christ in all people and all circumstances in love and for salvation. Rob Bell goes a long 
way in helping us acquire just such an imagination. Love Wins accomplishes this without a 
trace of soft sentimentality and without compromising an inch of evangelical conviction 
in its proclamation of the good news that is most truly for all.” 
 

Please join us!  We are an intergenerational group that meets in the Lounge of FCPC from 
9-10 a.m. each Friday in an informal, caring atmosphere where everyone is encouraged to 
participate and all opinions are honored and respected. 
  
For more information and/or a schedule of weekly assignments, please contact Dorothy 
Hill by phone 412 828 7285 or by email - felice900@me.com. 
 
 

12 new tutors needed for Fall at Anchorpoint Counseling Ministry 
 
The Anchorpoint tutoring program is seeking volunteer tutors ages 16 years and 
older.  No experience necessary.  Work one-on-one with students in grades K-12.  Assist 
with homework; help students study for tests and complete projects.  You'll have a 
wonderful opportunity to mentor and encourage students in need.  The tutoring program 
operates Monday-Thursday 3:30 - 8:30 pm.  Volunteers may tutor one or more hours per 
week.  Training is provided. 
 
Contact Sandy Niekum:  tutors@anchorpointcounselingministry.org or 412.366.1300. 

 

Friday Morning Reading Group   

mailto:felice900@me.com
mailto:tutors@anchorpointcounselingministry.org


Decisions 
 
The doctor called. More tests, It’s 
been dragging on so long already. 
The whole family is feeling the 
strain. Illness. 
 
Are you—or someone you care for—
going into the hospital? A Stephen 
Minister would like to be there for 
you, both now and during your 
recovery. A Stephen Minister will 
listen and help you find the 
resources to make it through this 
difficult time. 
 
Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church is 
here to help. When a crisis happens, 
make use of this ministry. If you 
would like to know more about how 
a Stephen Minister could care for 
you, please call Lee Nichols,  
412-963-8243. 

Stephen  
Ministers 

October 9th  

8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

in the Chapel 
 

Q: Why should 
you donate 
blood? 
A: Blood is 
needed every 

day and there is no substitute for it. 
 

Every two seconds someone needs 
blood. 4.5 million Americans would 
die each year without blood 
transfusions. Car accident victims 
can need transfusions of 40 pints of 
blood or more. A family member 
with cancer can need up to 4 pints of 
blood every day for two to four 
weeks to tolerate certain 
treatments.  
 

Please consider donating blood at 
the Deacon's Blood Drive on October 
9th. For more information, or to 
register, please contact Amanda 
Jaskey at 412-487-3314 or 
ajaskey@gmail.com. You can also 
register at http://
www.centralbloodbank.org. FCPC's 
sponsor code is G0010065. 

 

Blood Drive 
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Reading while sunbathing makes you well red  
 

 I bought a book the other day.  I know – I shouldn’t have.  I have close to 2000 books 
in my own library, some of which remain unread.  What am I doing buying another book?  
This one, however is special.  For one thing, the size – it stands (?) almost two feet in height, 
and almost a half foot thick with 800 pages and weighs in at a very heavyweight 29 pounds.  
Don’t laugh – it’s my exercise book!  The title is Ars Sacra – Sacred Art – a compendium of 
Christian art through the ages.  While leafing through it the other day, I wondered what it 
was that inspired these various artists to depict the sacred. 
 
 It is not hard to imagine the inspiration that the early catacomb artists had.  After all, 
they heard the Word, as it were, directly from an apostle who knew Christ.  That kind of 
inspiration plus the hardships they were facing could produce the beatific picture of Christ as 
the Good Shepherd.  Look at his eyes; they look right at you; you, too, are one of the sheep.   
Speaking of eyes, those that stare at you fixedly from the Byzantine mosaics at Ravenna or 
Monreale are mesmerizing, but the one that gets me is the double-eyed ikon of Christ from 
St. Catherine’s monastery – one eye with a gleam of warmth and love depicting the human 
side of Christ and the other grim and judgmental depicting God, the Father.  These are 
sacred because one knows that the artists were depicting what they had experienced of the 
“mysterium tremendum” from their vicarious reading of the Word, this time from a book 
now known as the Bible.  This type of “inspiration” was painted by Rembrandt in his “The 
Evangelist, Matthew, Inspired by an Angel”, the one with the angel whispering directly into 
the ear of Matthew the words that he would write.  This form of inspiration was accepted as 
gospel, as it were, up until near the end of the nineteenth century, after which critical study 
of the Bible cast very serious doubt on that concept. 
 
 Now, inspiration has become almost a dirty word in today’s parlance; it is often 
equated with infallibility and this has led to an erosion of the authority of the Bible as critics 
are quick to point out the obvious errors in the manuscript. This is exactly what the Bible is: a 
book “written by hand”, the human hand with all its blemishes.  Both Luther and Calvin 
acknowledged this and the errors, but, as Luther wrote, the heart of the gospel is “the Holy 
Spirit having an eye only to the substance and not bound by the words”.  The kernel of truth 
is encased in a crib made by human hands.  Today, our job, as a community of believers, is to  

 

Some Thoughts - 13 



 

acknowledge the human undertaking of writing God’s word, and at the same time search for 
this kernel of truth addressing us with “transforming and liberating power”, as Thomas 
Merton put it. 

 Elijah found himself on a mountain top fleeing the anger of Ahab and Jezebel and 
seeking this empowering “truth”.  In one of the most dramatic scenes of the Bible, Elijah finds 
it not in the wind or the storm, the earthquake or the fire.  God was in the sound of gentle 
silence, or as the King James puts it, “a still, small voice.”  I believe that still, small voice is 
heard by every sincere believer; they find that kernel of truth and let its power transform their 
lives.  It is exactly that inspiration I’m talking about and that still is at work throughout the 
world.  You can see it everywhere, not the least in some of the modern works of art.  When 
you are in the Provence of France, let the fabulous sunlight shine through the stained glass 
Matisse created in the Chapel of the Rosary at Vence, that you may realize the gift of 
thankfulness.  Your wanderings may take you to Cologne where you may visit their famous 
cathedral.  Let the modern stained glass transept window there fill you with awe and the 
majesty of God. 
 
 Ultimately, the Bible asks us to respond to God’s word not just intellectually but with 
the whole person complete with all the gifts and faults that lie therein.  Reading the Bible, we 
have the chance for an encounter with truth, that still small voice, not just with words but with 
our whole person.  That is the ultimate authority of the Bible and its inspiration. 
  
 
Keep well, my friends.   
 
Pray often. 
Bill Martin 



Thirteen members of the Diakonie of Evangelical church of the Czech Brethren will be 
coming to Fox Chapel from Friday night, November 4 thru Thursday, November 10. 
coming here are the Director of the Diakonie, the former Associate Director, the External 
Affairs director, and ten Directors of their Centers for the Aged. Presbyterian Senior Care 
is providing a three-day workshop for them. 
 

Groups of two or three will be staying with church members in Longwood as well as Fox 
Chapel. Their time is pretty well determined from Sunday thru Thursday when they go to 
Sewickley for five days. But, your help is really needed on Saturday, the 5th, in order to 
take some of the load from their host families. This is a good chance to show off 
Pittsburgh and a chance for you to meet other Christians of the Reformed Tradition. 
 

Please consider whether you and your family can entertain two or four of them on 
Saturday. Suggestions include the following but are not inclusive. (When they are in 
Sewickley, they are going to Fallingwater). 
 

Music Museum in O’Hara    Kerr Museum in Oakmont 
Station Square, including incline   History Museum 
Mt. Washington and Statue near Trimont  Seminary’s Bible Museum 
Ducky Tour (seasonal?)     Gateway Clipper 
Science Museum     Ft. Pitt Museum 
Dinosaurs at the Carnegie    Sports events 
Phipps Conservatory     Old Economy 
Ballet, Symphony or Public, Bynam or city Theater 
 

Some or all expenses of Saturday can be covered by a small donation available to me. 
 

Nationality rooms at Pitt—I would like to see everyone get here if possible for the 
Pittsburgh Agreement creating the country of Czechoslovakia was signed in Pittsburgh. 
There is a copy in the Czech Room at Pitt. 
 

Persons who have traveled to the Czech Republic with me have also been very helpful. 
But we need the help of many more members of the church to provide “FCPC 
Hospitality”. Please prayerfully consider what you can do. I have rearranged my vacation 
to be in Pittsburgh at this time. In the meantime, you can sign-up with Penny at 
youngp@fcpc.us or if you have any questions call me at 843-768-9735. 
 

Nancy Jane Edelman 

 

Let’s welcome the Czechs 



      
Prayers and Squares is the prayer quilt ministry here at the church. We meet every Friday 
from 9 a.m. to noon to create quilts for the ill and bereaved in our community as well as 
for the older patients at the Children's Home of Pittsburgh. No experience is needed to 
participate as we need shoppers, cutters and machine sewers, as well as an historian.   
 

This group also meets on the 3rd Friday evening of each month at 7 o'clock for Wine and 
Twine, a fellowship event where we add the knots that tie the quilts together. Again, no 
experience is needed for this - just a good heart and nimble fingers. Contact Diane 
Donovan at 412-487-6560 or dianedonovan71@mac.com for information or questions. 

 

 
 
 

 

Prayers and Squares 

BEST OF SCOTLAND 

Come along with Chris and Bonnie Taylor on a wonderful journey through Scotland. 
The tour will begin on June 18, 2012 and last ten days. Don’t miss out on this 

opportunity to experience the history, culture and remarkable scenery of Scotland. 
Together we will build a storehouse of memories that will surely last forever. For 

more information, contact Penny Young in the church office. 

 

Scotland Trip 

mailto:dianedonovan71@mac.com


 

Many new parents choose “bible 
names” for their babies. Of the 
following names, which two (one boy’s 
and one girl’s) are not found in 
Scripture? 
 
 
 

 Eunice  E.  Derek 
 Priscilla  F.  Obed 
 Judith  G.  Ruben 
 Clara  H.  Joel 

 

Bible Quiz 
 
Many reformers had lasting effects n the 
Christian church. You may want to read more 
about them to learn about their lives and 
legacies. 
 
 John Huss (1369-1415) was a Catholic 

priest from the Czech Republic. He 
opposed indulgences and emphasized 
right living over sacraments. Huss was 
burned at the stake. 

 Swiss priest Ulrich Zwingli (1484-1531) was 
father of the Reformed tradition. He 
taught that people should believe and 
practice only what’s in the Bible. 

 Thomas Cramer (1489-1556), a 
contemporary of Luther, played a large 
role in the English Reformation, leading  
to the formation of the Anglican/Episcopal 
tradition. He was burned at the stake. 

 Menno Simons (1496-1561), founder of 
the Mennonite Church, taught believers’ 
baptism, nonresistance and symbolic 
Eucharist. 

 John Calvin (1509-1564) introduced new 
forms of liturgy  and church government, 
left the church in Geneva and taught the 
doctrine of predestination. He work 
influenced the Reformed and 
Presbyterian traditions. 

 George Fox (1624-1691) founded the 
Society of Friends (Quakers), emphasized 
the Inner Light of Christ and took frequent 
missionary journeys. 

 John Wesley (1703-1791), the founder of 
Methodism, taught the Arminian doctrine 
of free will and emphasized sanctification. 

 

Beyond Luther 
Answer: D and E 



 

 



STAFF  
 

Ministry and Program  
Senior  Pastor, Christopher Taylor, taylorc@fcpc.us 

Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care, Joan S. Hogge, hoggej@fcpc.us 
Associate Pastor of Congregational Care, R. Lee Nichols, Jr., nicholsl@fcpc.us 

Associate Pastor of Family Ministries, Cathie Smith, smithc@fcpc.us 
Director of Educational Ministries, Delinda Donovan, donovand@fcpc.us 

Student Ministries Coordinator , Becca Rowland, rowlandb@fcpc.us 
Finance Administrator, Cilla Bamford, bamfordc@fcpc.us 

Director of Preschool, Ellen Schall, schalle@fcpc.us 
Director of Music Ministries and Organist, David Billings, billingsd@fcpc.us 

Chancel Choir Director, Guy Russo, russog@fcpc.us 
H20 Worship Leader, Rob Krogh 
Organist Emeritus, Don Wilkins 

Director of Children’s Choir, Carol Young 
 

Administration Team Staff  
Admin. Asst. of Communications & for Deacons, Ruby J. Ralicki, ralickir@fcpc.us 

Admin. Asst. to the Associates, Malvene Arvay, arvaym@fcpc.us 
Admin. Asst. for the Pastor, Penny Young, youngp@fcpc.us 

Admin. Asst. for Education, Nichelle Nelson, nelsonn@fcpc.us 
Properties Support Staff  

Maintenance Manager, Wayne Dailey, daileyw@fcpc.us 
Caretaker Supervisor, Mike Hails, caretakers@fcpc.us 

Caretaker Alvin Peoples & Carl Collins 
 

THE SESSION  
Class of 2011  

Jeff Au, Karen Connor, Christy Farrell, John Musgrave, Judy Spray,  
Amanda Thiessen, Jim Wallisch, Linda Wash, Bob Wilson 

Class of 2012  
Judy Albert, Beau Beard, Debbie Burke, Mary Harrison, Howard Havlicsek,  

Alice Lloyd, Brian Miller, Kim Power, Bob Ziringer 
Class of 2013  

Bob Ball, Emy Boag, Larry Brown, Susan Follansbee, Jill Millard, David Patterson,  
Charles Skinner, Janet Ummer, David Work 

 

THE BOARD OF DEACONS  
Class of 2011  

Susan Bartlett, Kim Bartolacci, Charlie Burke, Doris Calian, Marijo Crowe, Margot Johnjulio,  
Sarah Jones, Ann McGhee, Tracey Mulert, Bryan Norman, Diane Tung 

Class of 2012  
Molly Childs, Laura Dawson, Susan Eshleman, Jeni Kondis, Lynn MacBeth, Kathy Marsico,  

Shelly Marcussen, Laurel Schultz, Sue Sterrett, Tom Walker, Ivor Wood 
Class of 2013  

Astrid Bitzer, Sandy Clements, Paul Hopper, Amanda Jaskey, Beth Lockwood,   
Loraine Murphey, Jill Rowland, Jeff Schmutz, Charles Sliger, Carol Squires, Amy Szlachetka 



 

Coming in November 

Faith is daring the soul to go beyond what the eyes can see. 

 

 

Saturday, November 12 at 7:30 p.m.—“Organ Plus” Concert, 
David Billings, organ, with Michelle Regan, flute and Paige Riggs, 
‘cello 

 
Wednesday, November 16, 4—8p.m.—Labyrinth and Spirituality 
Center, Atrium and Chapel 

 
Sunday, November 20 (Christ the King/Thanksgiving) 

Pittsburgh Ceremonial Brass, Sanctuary 

 
Sundays, November 20, 27 and December 4—Dove Tree pick-up—
before and after services—Narthex and outside of Fellowship Hall 

 
Thursday, November 24—Thanksgiving Day Breakfast—8-10 a.m.  

In the Fellowship Hall 

 
Thursday, November 24 & 25—Happy Thanksgiving—Office 
Closed 

 
Sunday, November 27—ADVENT-uring—11:15 a.m.—1 p.m. 

In the Atrium and Chapel 
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